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PERSPECTIVES ON SEX AND GENDER: .
Proceedmgs of a Multidisciplinary Conference

Introduction

Fhe papersap thas volumie ‘Il\"':l compendm o the pie
sentations ot a Proup of scholars who were anated toad
TPerspectines on Sex aid Gender A Multidise

plinany Conterenee™ 1eadhers Collevg, Columbia
SUnmiversioy, o Man 190 19770 Tlos conterence: was spon
sored by the Gendral Assistance Center an Faual Fduea

dress

nonal Opportumiy, the FRIC Cleannghouse on Urban
Fducanon, and: the Insuure tor Urban and \hnm\m
Fducation. . . .

The, spedhers were Edmund Gordon. Richuird March

Hoe Protessor of Pavcholopy and Bducaton o the De
partmient of Apphed Human Development and Guidanee,
Feachers College, Professor of Pediatric Psyehology at the
College of Physictans and Surgeons, Columbia Univer SHA
and Baecutive Durector o the Institute for Urban and
Minority Bducanon; Ann Lieberman, Associate Protessor
i the Department of Curriculum and Feaching, Peachars
College, and Associate Director of the Horive Mann-
Lincoln Institute at Peachers ¢ ollege: ‘Robert Brannon,
Assistant Protessor in the I)L[\.llllllklll ot Psychology,
“Beooklvn College, City University of New York: Mavine
Greene, Professor of Philosophy and  Fducation
Wilham F. Russell Professor i the Foundations of Educa
ton, Teachers College, agd Director of the Lineoln Cen-
ter-Feachers College Project in the Arts and Humanities:
Muaria New. Divivion Head of Pediatric Fadocrinology,
Department of Pediatries, New  York  Hospitat-Cornell
Medical Center. Director ot their Pediatric Choical Re-
search Ceunter, and \.\\l\mm Director of the Clinical Re-
search Center; Flizabeth Hage Professor of Pavehology
and Education and Director of the Division of Health
Services, Sviences and Education, Feachers College: and
Patrick Lee, Associate Professdr of Education in the Pro-
gram in Early Childhood Education, Teachers College.
The main focus of the day was to increase the par-
ticipants” awareness of the problems of sex and gender and
their implications for education. A brief summary of each
paper tollows, ' -
Edmund Gordon's “*[ntroductory Remarks™ presents a
historical perspective on the sociopolitical implications of
sex and gender. The classification of womernr as a low-
status minority group and the resultant inequities and con-
flicts are discussed in light of some of the attitudinal
variables which affect them. Suggestions are made for the

orientation. of future research and service organizations -

suckr that attitudinal and policy changes may be effected.

Anmi ichcrm'n\ paper, Women and Sovietv,' pre-
sents the history of women in the work torce, their prob-
lems and breakthroughs, and their prospects for the
future.
women 0o society has always been determined by men and

Q
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It pomnts out that until very recently the role ot
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todan attudes persise which
TremadeT ocenpations i acimaties,
Fhe resubis ot somie of the tesearch reported suepeest areas
to be addiessed whichs anpe trom the content ot chaldren’s
books to the numbersot women hol, tiny st llll\ posiiions
pubhic school ufnmn\ll o . .

Lhe next paper, Male Sex Role: Detgnnonis,
and Sourees,” s based oo a franscnipt of Robert Bran
non’s speech, D Braonon presents o roster ol the
stereotyped roles whnch men have plaved ain theopast and
are portraved as phiving 1 bR media

and that even
wanen o

then needs,

releyvate

He shows thag o
danv s made s the diftficult position of man withotht a
muodels the sociery has changed and new norms of behavior
lave not been establj \hui Tt apparent that studies of sex
and pender problen NI Py more attention 1o the dif

ticndlnes wineh the n.dh estabbhishment s taeiny as a result

ot the Lh.nrunL Told ot women., ]
Manine Greene's © The Tived World® addiesses the 1ole
of women i hrerature. She discuses temade witters, then
works Jll\l thew problems, and also pomts out how dit
ferentdy ah author, whether male o1 temale, handles a
hetomne, both in hite and an death, Greene eniphuasizes the
mportance of individual pereeptions and ot the need for
women to mihke which are an line wath rher
percenved reahties in e hived worlde She remuands us that
cquity does not preclude diversity and that literanke nan
provide a valuable resource tor \[lld\lllL the subjectine
realities it retlects.

chorees

Maria New's paper, " Ambiguous Sex in the Newborn, '
15 the one presentation which s rooted in hard science.
New addresses the problem of ambiguous sex in the
newborn,  presenting  the  biological  antecedents,  the
diagnostic procedures, and the appropriate medical in-.
tervention. The thrust of her paper is the importance ot
early diagnosis stace, with proper medical attention, the
child can grow up to be a normal-adult <o loag a< he or she
is vorrectly wdentified befare-reaching eighteen months of
age. (After eighteen months psvehological problems arise
from the differente in socialization of bovs and girls.)

In **Sex Difterences: Psychological Aspects,” Elizabeth
Hagen points out that the results reported in the literatute
are inconsistent and inconclusive for several reasons: (1)
moft of the studies were not specitically designed to ex-
amine sex differences, but the authors decided to report
results separately by sex: (2) the mslrumnms being used
hate been designed 1o minimize male: female ditferences
rather than identify them: and (3) lhn researchery are
sometimes combining construtts and sometimes consider-
g them as a continuum where there is no evidence to sup-
port doing so. She discusses several popular areas of sen-
difference research and points out Some of the reasons tor
the inconsistencies. A strong case is made for ithproyvement
in the methods, mnd\urenunl and reporting ot sey- difter-
ences research, -
- : 1

.
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I'he tinal papet N I’;mu‘\ Lee's USocalivation tor Sen
Role Ditferentiation,” \\r'llu'h Tee exphauns the basis and
pecd tor Uenltagal mventidns’ to o serve avtan oveanng
perspective, g g{m& o i‘” review some ol the nngo
theoties of sexrole diftepentiation: (1 psvchaanahooe
theorv, () soand Ix\nnmk dtheaiyv: and (D) cortutive
developmental theorv, Fram this pomt he mentions the
tactors which shonld be thken mto consideration i the
developmeht ot 4 new theon socnheation
which would encompassthe ke span and be sensitive to
cnvitonmental intluerfees and indwvdual difterences. One
of hiv conyiderations whaich as evpectallv relevant o those
angdrested i osen and gender ditterences s that any new
theory should pernut pharadism i sex adenoy rather than

.
ot wevole

continue the inplict assunptions ot established theonies

fhatthere are onlv.twos norgal™ sex-roles,

. Fhe authors of.the papers presented e this volnnte have
Cecach made Suggestions for areas which need turther ey
v 8

y . ®a -
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plotation; cacl has made o plea tor futaee researchens to
be more attentive e (D askimg the approprate questions,
() desnmng studies which witlh addiess the questions, (4
selectimy and o developimge msouments which aall ehie
the necessany datas GO domy appropoate data analvses and
tepottuy pertinent results; and (9 givue enoueh detal
repottimg subject population and procedures so that they
ate Cearh adentutiabe Numbers 8 and (9 are especalhy
mmpottant tor those who wish to repheate studies and o
reamaly e the data presentéd. '

I hope that thas group of arhcles wall provide the reader
with vreater tsight o the problems relanye to sexv and
vender and, moaddition will’ mspie some too tarther
thourhtand action i ths aea

Tune Kallos
Teachars Collere
Cotumbia Universiny®

¢ X . .
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1 he hl\mn ot moderit societies has been, i ul\ul 31
recurient L”Ull\ il I\mmhlnm the popul hons o w e
spevial pll\llw noassiened, er better Tyt reducnie thye
;mpulllmm who are d\[‘ll\\g' of um\mlunnu\ that others
are aftorded . Ths trend n "the deselopment. ot human
societies s pmh.lhl\ best ni thed by the recuntent ettonis at
the redistribution -of wealgh: the mmﬁmgnl s been stow
but consiytent i the 911\\11\‘!1 of broadenine the-vtoup of
persons \\Im either dawn wealth o1 at Iéagt share i the
benefits of wealth through income, ‘\Ilhon_u.h 1t doesnit ey
plun all vevolutions, some of the vreat revolutions of
tustory have had the redistnibution of wealth ot theit core.,

Fhe second thrust has been the effort ad l\m.fdcm_n_u
political participation, that i3,

variety of persons who participate in political decision

mathing. Here we cancgo back to the carly eftoris of tribal
groups at elevating the elders of the community (o pasi
tons of power and decision-making,
total autowomy of the chiet; or to.the major political
revolutions iy history where the effort has been to enfran-
chise a larger proportion’ of the popubation. In very recent
periods political participation by women and Luge by
blacks has been at the core of the struggles to broaden
political participation in general.

Similar (rends can be seen in the effort to increase the
number of persons who read and interpret the Scriptures.,
In“tact, one ¢f the centrabissues involved in the Protestant
Retormation was the right to read the Scripnires and 1o in-
terpreXthem for oneself, frecing persons from those inter-
pretationsythat were meted out to them by the clergy. This

effort at increasing the body and number of literate per- .

soris, persons who cduld read, was also stimulated by the
expanding ,needs of indastrializing societies tor literate
warkers, that is, workers who could read directions uhq
participate on a minimal levet in the commerce.of the com-
munity. These efforts were not, however,- limited to the
reading of the Scriptures or directions for limited travel,
but came to. be expressed in increased demands for par-
ticipation in public” policy determination. Thus, in the
United States, a new system of government based on
almost universal participation in public policy determina-
tion, that is, the participation of all property owners,
originally, and 3ubsequently the participation by all
gitizens, came {0 _be the rule. Once these democratic toree’s
had been set in mouon what we had were increasing ef-
forts at ohtzgmmz civil rights for all persons i the Society,
and, .againi it -was initially for all males and later for
women. W}k the Women’s Suffrage movement com-
bined with the dntm{a\gr\ movement gnd the abolitionist
movemerit, what we were about was dbtaining civil rights
for all people,.and, of course, expanding those rights to in-
sure tvlé)cprolcmon of the rights and liberties of women and
a ntmber of ethnic niinorities in the society.

{n the most reeent vears, that is from the mid-nineteen-’

\)‘ \ . '} . ‘. .
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Introductory Remarks

Edmund W. Gordon

IO TY AW
o forth shtmthe prority piven to cach of these proups.

increasing the mimber and

thus temfering the

tHtties, attention focuted most heavilv o msunng

cqual tivhts 1o ethine nunonties, the nivhis ®t pertons o

the donumant minonty ethime ecroups i the society, o, the

s ot puhlu‘ tacithnes, to cqual cdudation, and ﬁ'\ cqual -
ob - opportunitics. Since the asseroion o1 ivhis by one
eroup tends to stimualdate the gaertiony ol nehis by others,

what we have also seen i this uwnl pertodas \,Ill\l\ ol
eroaps asserting then chinm 16 be treated more
l\gll more recepthv, we

Has

taar v by
= have seen o back and

\lr\ulmn has tecentlv been tocusell on the rights of
several wpecitic \(hun llllll\‘ll(lk\ therights of wdmen, the
nghtts oF peesons ok lesy tpieal sl itlentifications, the
“rehts of nonstandard-tnglish \[\.\l\m\ .uul the rights ot
the I mdu.lppul Since modertesocietios seef o hanendin’
freule focusing cemprehensively on alt related problems
or evet) on a single problem for any appreciable length ot
time, we seem to tlip back and forth, giving priority to one
of these problems todav and another tomorton. We
sometimes find the categorical proponents of these issties

competing. Some members ot the black movement feel
threatened by the women's movenment. Some members of
the women’s movement feel threatened by the black move-
ment, and either one may feel threatenedyby the growth of
the gay movement, and all of these are now worried about
the movements of the Chandicapped and nonstandard-
English-speaking eroups. As we look cautionsly over our
houlders at one another, the forces, that would do us altin
are applauding our confNets and continuing their exploita-
tion of all these fow status groups. Obviowsly the strugele
v not for the rights of women or blucks or Native
Americans or handicapped persons: the strugele is for the
protection of the hunmn righfgpf alt percons and of all
groups of persons. t

In my view there are three fundamental mlpcdnmentx o
the achievement of such protettion for all, The first is the
exploitative and reactionary political economy by which
.resources and power are controlled. The second is constric-
tive and distorting ignorance and misinformation. The
third is the restrictive and recalcitrant attitudes and behav-
ors born of the influences of the tormc: two. Let uy
discuss eath briefly. .

Behind most efforts atshiscrimination or the assertion of
privilege for an isglated group is.a qoncern with more
greatly protecting the security of the group which is assert-
ing privilege. Unfortunately, as societies become more
complex, it is mote and more difficult to establish sesurity
for oneself without exploiding another, so that if we look at
the ric and poorer nations of the world, or the privi-
leged £nd less privileged ethnic groups in society, or the
- privilege that mefl in our society have over women, one of
the underlying factors is the concern that the privileged
group has with securing and controlling and subsequently,
with protecting its cont‘rol of resources and power. Since it

.
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v nobsrthicientty protectine of ma techme ol secutity with

respect toresonrees that 4 be supphed for today and mavbe
one dav ahiead, T nwst supphv maselt tor the indetimite
future. To créate this imagimary or real surplus reserve, 1

» st depend upon the work, the talents, the-coopetatione,

and the wnorance ot other people: When ong mdin dial o
group chunis ownenstup ot that reserye that s whar 1eall
axplotation. Aongsde explortation, ot course, s the con
"ot of the ccononie and polineal decision nakmy i the
soctelynways that permit me to mantain those cconome
relationships that have served miy best mterests, o this
wWav o aponsernvative approach to the statis quoe gets ey
gerated into what we, call a reactionan approach, where
,\pol\v\pcl\on\ tor pt I\llL‘.\'.k‘d .L'.l\‘ll[\} vo to entieme ends o
control the politicat process, sinee the political process so
greathv determines the ngture of the cconontie Provesees.
Soandettving the compeniion o1 the contimnng piactice
of group diserimination v this exagpeerated concern o
SCCUTIHY evpressed i o society as cconomie w(‘nnl\; the
concern for the protection of that econonne secunty and
privifege woevpressed through control of the potitical pro
cesses ot the country, wath prmuey attention on maimtun
g exsmng i clationships . Obviousy, it the positiions ot the
lower-status people are to be clnged, both caplotation
and conservatism, o reactionan Conery atismm, st be
done awav with. » ’

T'he second mipediment is the constrictine and distorting
ignorance or misinformation that dogunates the socici.
Again, 1t one looks at the history otdthe disentranchise:
ment St blacks and the disenfranchisement ot women,
Ihau ettorts have .11“.1\\ run corotlary toan; djor ettorts at

damf:anlng the status, the comtidence, and the potentials ol" :

these groups, so that conceptons of superiority and i
feriority get promulgated.. Since they qre promulgated I'_\
the sarfte forces that are concerned primanly with main-
l.nnmgc\plmt.m\a advantage and privileged positions; the
information which is made avatlable mnst necessarily serve
that purpose; this means that facts relating to sex it
ferences or to ethnic difterences are distorted in wavs that
uthcr pit EROUIPS g unst one another, or at least justity the
inferior position to which the low-smytus group has been
a\Jyud and in “h“hgfl is held, 1t is Fol \u}pn\mg that
bliek® people will be $erved less well by a society that
believes they are les 4gapabk of functioming in that society
or thai'women will\gave less opportunities in a sogiety that
belieaes they are|less Capable than other members af the

society of performing in, or serving, that society. This um-\’

strictive force operating on the opportunity structure for
low-status persons can be maditied only it the ideas that
people hold are changed. One of the things that we should
thus be concerned with in a conference s?:h as our meeting
today is providipg the kind of correct fnformation, or at
least more balanced inforthation, thatfcan challenge some
of the distortions that hiave been passed on as fact, in this

. instance with respect to d¥fferences in sex and gender.,
Going hand i n hand with ignorance and misinformation
are restrictive and recalcitrantattitudesand behaviors, that
is. attitudes and behaviors that restrict the opportunity of
" others: attitudes and practices tht are so fixed that they
dominate the thigking and behaviors of lﬁ?gg numibers of
persons. When we begin to think. though, apaut the ways
in which, attitudes get_changed. we run into rather com-

« plicated processes. There s still considerable debate in the

ERIC . - -~
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behavioral sciences with respegt to whether we ¢
stitudes and expect people’s behaviors to totfow, or
4

angeeat-
hether

1

» .

we chanee the behaviors and expect the attinndes to totlow
My owit bus s i the direction ot The Litter We can create
cxperiences by owhich towstams people e provided the
OPPOIIIY Lo IICUSI m sociely as.other people do, and
lneh stats people e uecluded tom disermnnatng
annnst o abosime or exploting fow status persons; 1o the
exteut that those conditons eftectinely preval, and
nermbers have ditterent and wholesonte evperiences m o the
new conditton, the chanpeed beliavions of persons witl even
v result i chaneed atminudes.

Svecopee, thoneh, that this wea of atirade Chanee s
probabiv the mose ditficatt ot owr problems
stderablv casier to pass lawe that reduce, 1t Jdo not
chiminate, exploianon and reaciionary domimation ot
pohties: Toas certanby possible to provide the mtoruinion
and cducational expenences that have the potential ton
counteractime comnstintine and distoromye enorance Bt
whenat cames to the chaneme o attiades that so much ot
A person’s expenenge suppotts, we bve aoproblem that e

I Con

they

“quires the concerted ettorts ottt of the mstitunons m the

sodiety Lo encougare that process, Teachers Colleye and
1> lh\wur o Assistancee Centets \\1H be warking over
the nextseverabmonths and ves, Esuspect, fo provade the
miormtion tesonrees that i ot these nistinions need
morder to change the opportimineastracture and ultdnaaeh
to change the prejudicil artitudes. W e wall be lr\l‘mp Lo
Thience the pohicy decisions by which the society regulates
an mdivadual™s opportumities and to o mfluence the socnl
processes by which persons of ditfterent eewder wannes,
cthime wdentities, and chass adentities are lq\\ arded.; Phose
activrtes that are necessiny toettect chungds i the wiay the
swstem works become an nnpmhml aspect ol
tpities of ours which are directed at eftecting
phople’s attitudes. . ’

In warking on thege three levels of problums, we ate not
talking about what we do tor women or what we Jdo for
Pucerto Ricans or what we do for blacks. We shoutd be
tatling about what we do for people, because it s in the
competition among these several groups that we find insut-
fictent attention being given to these underiving factars. 1
iy almost awit the fodiety would encourage intergroup
struggle o order to distract us from the pmhlun\ that are

commotkto allthese groups. !

So tar v have talked primarily about the sociopohitical

Those ac
changes in

Scontent, in N hich ditterences in sex and undu aswdll asae

number of other status differences must be considered.
With rufwul to the specitic tomie today, it is important that'
help vou understand why we have chosen to tocus on
hoth Sevy and gender as conceptual frames. We take the
posttion?that when we talk about ses differenges, we are
talking about hiuloucnl difterences in the structure and
functioning of persons. When LW talk about gender dit-
ferences, we ane talking about“the sotial role differences.,

‘ditferences in the roles people learn taplav or are toreed to

fill. As we listen to the papers through the conferenceyou
will note that it appears that the sex difterences are impor-
tant and, in some lns(dllu\ hléhl\ obyvious, but that there
are very few wavs in Which differences that adhere to
biological sex himit the tum,tmmm and partcipation ot the
rcpruanl.m\ es of the two paes. It iy phen we turn to dit-

ferences i Lcndu‘ that m;-di¥ferences in the roles assigned
toand i;posed upon men and wonien in our society, that
we find our wrefiest u\mnhumr\ to differences in op-
portunity. differences in the availability of resources, and
differences ih*atftudes, treatments, and rewards. In other,
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words, fthere e very tew thines that women cannot dJo woeo oy betar undenstand these ditterences, be they

stuphy because they are female, st as there are very tew brolovical or sociopsa \‘Ilnlm'd’.ll We sl also be tvme o
thes that men cannot dogsnuply because thesy e male. took at the ditterentiab meammes of yenders and sex wdenns
but there are many thnes that women e fess oppontan for males and tenvales oo sodreny, L nderlvine all ot
iy to dor o that tnen, tor that matrer, are less rewan ded these conedt s ot coutses s onr concern with the tmplica
fordome asaresult ot then vendaer . trony dhat this knowledye as tor educational greatnent
L the cotse of o presentations we swall be tivime -ro andbocal oppor i N
deab wath some of the taces, the Mitowledre Bhse by wineh )
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rimmers were women (1 evine,

Histortcal Perspective

Women hanve alwians beenandispe n\.lMl i the Amencan
ceonamy . Dugfng’ the colonal peniod women spun, made
clothes, vandles, and heavy necessany atems of evernvdan
Hte (1 evine, 19740 Because of the Puritan erthie and con
tinual labor shottages, women were imvolved moa
vaniety of activities.

la the Lue cighteenth and catlv nimeteenth centunes,
women and voung guls comprised an ovetwhelming wia
1rity of andustrial workers,  Phe advent ot “women's
jobs s a resydt of this fong tradinon. Faplovnent that s
sex-segrepated rsgtitl wath us.

The gradual mdrease of temale emplovient came about
as servive-oriented jobs increased; again these were seen as
women's jobs. But cven within this content there were
tremendous vanations in ditterent regions of the country.
In the Midwest wonmep were cornhushers and trimmets
wepe men, Yetan the Far West men were cornhuskers cind
1979, Regardless of the
singularity of titde, rhere was ancincome di.t't'crcm'c?;md
women earned less tor the same job., ' .

Historically, women's participation in the work foree
has been defined by men’s niceds. In the nineteenth ccnurr‘,\'

oor women worked in factories, while middie-cliass

en wete honmk;kcr.\-und mothers, domg extracur-
ar work in refoRn movéments.

wide

»

AN

Tt By the [870°N § per-
cent of women were working as teachers. By 1900, fivggn
mil women were emploved as domesties, performad
pcrson orvices, or were tdaching. Today the culture still

supporgs these jobs as suitable for women. Last vear | was
on a doctoral committee tor i student who had examined
children’s books to see whgther sex-role stereoty pes had
changed as a result of theewomen’s movement. She tound
that Littte Golden Books, which are mass produced and
basically bought by working-class tamilies, overwhelm-
ingly describe women cooking and cleaning while their
husbands go to work. Caldecott Award Books, ®hich are
purchased by middle- and upper-class pegple, showed

some few women getting out of the house and working. -

while someone elsé took care ot the children (Fraad, 1975).
In the nineteenth century, & big topi of concern was
women’s true nature’ -and “‘women’s place.”” Women

were said to be morally strong but phwsically weak (1.evine,

1974),

) Jheir being strong in inferpersonal relations, while not hav-

Q
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ing the stamina or the personality tor leadership positions.
Our ﬁj\loricul'rooh arc deeply ingrained with cultural
stereotvpes, the good, wife molded to her husband’s in-
terests. Today’s countd
job so the husband can advance.

A woman's self-image otten permitted her to be used as
a '‘scab” during the initial unionization period. Yet
women such as Elizabeth Gurley Fivan, who helped or-
gam/c the carlz textile unions, fere very much a part of
this movement. Woman's \ICV\ of herself as a suond class

6

art is the wite who gives up her

today we say that women’s true nature Consists in

Women and Society
- Ann Licberman ‘

3 S
.

cittzen has bepun to chanee e thie Last several decades,
copectalhy i service onented peotessions .
SEnthe 19708 we have seen a diamate chaiee methe hite
ovele Where women used 1o spend one thud ot then bives
m cinld e, they now spend one seventh. That means
they have Ricosevenths of then lives inowhich wy parneipate
i the adult world, to comnbutg, and, ves, to live tuliy.

Fhere are four tactors that have made these chanves
possible: D) We now have control over reproduction. My
two grandmothers had Hand 1S chaldren. My mother savs
she never saw _her mother without a pregnant bellv. )
Womern are now carming anancreasing share of-the tannly
mcome. B Domestic: responsibility: has been, cased by
technotogy, “Think what prandparents \\ould have done
with Pampers. 4) The lm span s inereasing,
The Problems and the Break troughs

Sep World War 1L the growth in

mbers of emploved
S wonten has been contimuousWomen\ow nithe up dne-

-

third of the fabor toree. Furthermore, three-titths of those
working womey are married. Despite these gains the
relative positiofrot ppotessional women has declined con-
sistentlv, In 1972, #hwe Fleishnuin Commission reported
that sentor adminisNrative po\'t\ were held exclusively by
men. In educanon, too, the same decling is evident. In
1928, 55, percent of clementary school princip;ll\ were
women: by 1968 thlit Yigure had fallen ld 2 p&cent, and,
in the Lust two vgars the number of fe) IldlL high school
prmup s has dropped trom 3 pereentta™-87 percent.

One of my students did her dissertation Von female
superintendents. Her description of attending the AASA
convention of superintendents is priteless. She was taken
for a bar maid, a wife, a secretary, ora Girl Fridav. All she
was trving to find out was whether there were any female
supgrintendents. There are. They represent 6\mracnl of
the total humber of \upermlendmts in the nation (Crosby,

1972).

The reasons for the apparent rise of women in male pro-
fessions when there is a decline in actual numbers is com-
plicated by many tactors. For one thing, it is clear that the
professions are still sex-stereotyped. Female professions
have resulted from extensions of the traditional nurturing
and helping role functions. Professional aﬂsociationyha\'e
aided *'female professions’) in gaining status, Nurses ndw
have several degrees and women in large nurﬁ)bers are scek-
ing advanced degrees. Of the Teachers College studcnrk
seeking advanced degrees, 65 percent are women.

The breakthroughs have come slowly, but theyv are com-
ing. Today's women dq entertain the idea that there is a p
wige variety of options.\ thought of only teaching and
social work. My three daughters look at life and they sayv,
what am | best suited tor? One is becoming a lawver, and
one wants to do something yn-communications. But their
visionis broad and unh credebw stereotypic thinking.

Vkomen havé be ess likely than mcrjy choose and

N -
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themselves,

Re {7 Y

study tor protessians which niterest thent and where thes
mught have satstang careers. Femades tend 1o avond pro
fesstons whneh requune long pertods of preparation, but thin
isslowh champung. .

Women's comnmutiment to careers has been hampered
thea harger comnutinent to marrniee  Thas, too, s stow s
chamung . Tast “weeh on Bess Abverson’s IV show,
SWonman Nt was tasanating to see two adolescent g ls
who, appeared to think abont Ltde 'other than bovs, et
both stated that then mugor concerns were to have a pro
tesston aand be able to take care ot theniselves, and that
marrge was not high o the st Thas would never Bave
happened i my generanon. Lhe joke was that von went to
collepe to hind a man, .

Ihere are MO Casy tswers to these problems. Comunt
ment to work will probuably mctease with agreater antount
of education, On the other hand, the priories=ot out
society are such that nuy women will be thintrated o
their attempty \\gnn access 1o the pmid\mn\ 1 N
couragement by relatives, protessors, nd  tgchers TN
been very sigaificant tor Jcm.llc stidents. ln}\_\' venetsl
ton, our meators were mdes: Hopetully there will be more
Land ntore female models in this generation.

We hoow very hittle about this, It seems, howeser, that
upon entering professions women establhish a new sense of
First they internalize an occupational role,
then thev identify with the protession. ‘

The Prospects » _ 7

To begin to understand women in American soviety, one
must recognize that it has h‘n a hstofy of fitting into the
man’s world by waking care
These traits then became assodhated with certain protess

stoms—fernale professiotis. In tagy's speicty many people
are thoosing to have fewer children or t6 have none at all. |

Those women who do have children find hey have many
vedrs to lham\cl\ es after child-rearing respbosibilities have
been'met.

A
l’ )

Crosby, Jeanne. " The Female Supermeendent. Uinpublished
doctoral disserranon, School  of Unnersiiy ~et
Massdchusetts at Amherst, 19720 7

Fraad, Harrier. USexy Role Stereonpimg and Male Female

Character Distribunon in Popular, Prestigious .md Sev-Role:
l)Ltlelg( hfdren™s Laeranure from 1959-f972 7 Unpubhished

“ducation,

s
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o vt W omen who renuun single until age

ol the nurturnde and helping.

. .

Lhe hintoreal time we live i affects o cypedations
dud behavior. Fach generation huas a utugue patierm ol ey’
perencesans they progress throngh the bite evele, People iy
apecn then torties, huve-one toot m the tradimonal “ma
tapeschifdien, then work ™ svndronte. However, people i
therr twenties and turnes are experiencemy a difterent set
ol C\pcrl‘llmn».

Increasne v wonten clearlv exvpeet©to work as well o
marty . More women think about are participating i the
made™ protessions. New patterns ot fanuly hife now seem
posstbler some wonten are postponmng markige, postporn
g children or not nuurvimg. Many ditterent patterns ey
1S are not umisual
e more. Duat career tanubes.enist and are bemyg studied.
L some cases men follow ther wives rather than the other
wav atonnd. A Colnmbia stndent studied ety m\plcx
who live i separate donuciles. The wife may *work in
Boston, while the husband is m Phuladelphias Fhis pattern
was unthimkable tenovears Apo,

There % mervasiy awareness that the social nivth ot
women  bemg pood onh MINers i slowly dhisap
pearmg. There is an ever mcreastng possility that we gan
beconie aware of our own mtermalizatton ot the stereo
tvpes our soctety has led us to bebieve eaist that we can
become highlv educated, work at interestune jobs and even
change them. We need to be ever vigilant that we e in
deed @ part of asoaal revolution that can brimg preater,
wholeness to both men and women. Ow vigilance must
also Tead us to conneet to the Larger issues ot full ciplos-
ment and futl parncipation ot alt oppressed ninorities, not
it wornen. James Oppenhemm sad it beautitulhy s he
wrote about women textile workets i T owell, Massachu-
setts i 191

s

Asave come narching, marching, we batile too tor men
For thevare someone’s children and we mother them aeain
Our hves shall not besweared trom birch unnl lite closes

Hears slave aswell as bodies: Give us bread,

But give us roses.
~_—
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“the wonen’s movement,

: Dctmmon

! . \\
‘ ) /

P'd ke to talk abont my patticular ared of mtetest
When youssee TV talk shows nowadaae,
wormen saying suck things “1'm o wonten’s hbber
more trequenghvy, UEave alwans been hiberated, 1 owas
liberated lotg betore there was this movement’: they thén
toltow this disclamer with sote pretiy strong assertions.
OF course they feel that a s onman should ey the same pan
as s man tor domg the same work, There s no reasos why
sbwoman can’t have o top-thight job, so it is annoving that
television and movies often portray women s mere
saatter-bramed sex objects. Tike the hittle French childien
who didn’t kno\\ they were speakimg French, it seems that
almost evervone today is lhllll\lHL and talking about things
that would have been called very radical ten vears ago, but
that read hike o checklist of the magor ideas sugpested
There mav never have been a
movement with so tew publicly identitied adherents which
hu had so grear an impact onathe public attitude about

fundamental aspects of hite i such arelatively short
pcrmd of time. Now much the <ame thing iy h.mpunnL in
the realm of socul science. ¢ :

The women'™s movement fisst thrust itselt rather ag-
gressively and assertively into the lives of sociologists,
psvehologists, and other socual scigntists aronnd 1969 o1
1970, 1t was 1o demand changes which would have prac-
tical, cconomic, and even ethical implications in other
reform movements. But there was nothing very profound
from a strictly scientfic point ot view. The very first social
saientists, almost invariably women, who began methodi-
cally and scientifically to study the issues of gender and sen

vou otten hea

N T ol

roles, the pervasiveness of <ex stereotypes, attitudes about

women and mien, and the long-ignored dyvnamics of sexy
role soctalization, were not.uncommonly stigmatized by
their colleagues. They were rcgurﬁcd as taddists or at best
as mere applied researchers who were getting involved, car-
ried away perhaps with transitory social reforms, and
abandoning the \md\' of fundamental behavioral issues
such as external Jgoeus of control or the conditioning of
smooth muscle tissue or du]muu.nl response bias.

Todav, in carly or mid-1977, it's verv sate to sav that the
scientific investigation of seX and gender has become the
hottest and most exciting area in” all of sotial science.
When | sayv that, 1 do not reter primarily to the explosion
of articles and new Aournaks in this drea. althoneh, of
course, such activity s one indication. Nor am 1 reterring
primarily to the current flurry of interest i the topic ot
biological sex differences. which although it has generated
a great amount of rhetoric in recent vears and continues to
fascinate both newspaper teature writers and many protes-
sionals, has not led to many significant discoweries QW hile
all the material is certainly ot venin on that issue, the bulk

8
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-~ MALE SEX ROLE: o
Probl m and Source
Robml BI mnon

of scientific evidence mdicates that males and temales dit
Aot l‘lk‘h\)lul“\ onlv an the obvions and fony celebrated
phvsical” wavs =and” not cven quite soomuch as most
psychologists were \\llllny foasserbten o fitteen vears ago
Freter vou to Maccoby and Jackhn's (1974 monumental
stindy of sen difterences of substance up to that date.

“ Whe Lamrefernmg to when san that the topie of sen
and _;:\M 1y the mostinteHectually exetting topie today s
doset of deas about sex and sexctvpe behavior which are
tundivmentally simple and vet duticult to tally grasp
hist because they are so broadv explanatory and so an
tthencal to a great deal of what professionad social seien
tists have been saving and thinking about for so manv
vears. Now' these wdeas are not actuallv new: it one looks
back they mav be found imbedded w manv of the carly
aritings of such [\npla as Karen Klem and Margaret
Medd, vet they have only tecently emerged in the svatem
atic and persuasive form w huh W openetally termed rode-
theory.™ The basic pmpmnmn\ of sdientitic sex-role
Jtheory which can be clear]y adentified are these: the place
ment of individuals in the social categories of malewnd
temale s in o very basie sense imposed from without, cven
though that onginal assignment to caregories v usually
keved to phyvsiolofical characteristios. Nonetheless, it is

imposed on our minds. And, despite the very long and in- .

tensive process of sex-role socialization which has evolved
to teach cach ot u exactly what we shpuldtand should not
do asupstanding card-carrving members of our own sev,
idividuals vary tremendously in how they manage to play
thefr assigned sex role. This variation in ability to live up to
what s expected of us as aMemale or as a male is ven
closely related 1o our popularity, our social aceeptangee,
our so-called ﬂd]ll\lnunl to soctety, and indeed to our fevel
of life happiness.
Another perhaps more tundamental proposition i< that
« even successful role-plaving of this sort i not only
ultimately an artificial achievement and a laborious re-
.creation of a personality pattern that is, i some sense,
prefabricated or predetermined, but also prevents one
trom ever discovering what he or she is-best <uited to do as
an individualp Another ground rule.of this emerging role
perspective is that in addition to this intrinsically mechan-
wal aspect of long term role-pl.xymu,ih:. particular con-
stellations of traits that are encouraged as masculine in
Western culture are not intrinsically healthy, nor related to
happiness, nor conducivg 1o becoming a flexible .ldqpmc
person. And. similarly, the constellations of traits refagred
to as feminine in our Western culture are not necessdrily
healthy, not fikely to lead to long-term happiness tor the
individual, and not conducive to being an etffective, self-
reliant peison.
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Accordimy te this emereiy vied of sevyped bebuagor
T essentaalhy arole anlng'phcnomcnu:x, NSO SERTICIN
of the most bl and perhaps the most broadis cvmtant
of all svstematoantlyences upon hutbian behavooe Tha s
aglobal sratement but i sull seers toume Jat<es roles are,

e vers has sentdel e trameworh ardund whih oo
much che s Lod down and butlr i the e core o0 o
hindy they are the bavc soaal readity around Wi e b
ts has been gghed 1o budd our hves AR epitenalon

. .
Whith_pwetios o pehple who look w oo

S
Wt STk e Madres e U How s th gt luen oo whe b
B . N

AT N

s wocanbeiesabhy brogd and posertol o che enre s

o deman actinaty hgs been botally nered tor oo
vears by pretessenidby trgimed soent s Wi were o e

1y

.

Jdevotime thoemsehves :u\\:m!cru!.mdm;' Cvety beton

Shal playsat ot ant rolean heguan bebavgor 200
The secord o dear on 0 remarkable oo o
\‘~§
vpdenved by the sndey and o CTTTY
. /
troductor oomb Cenderentbook t wae piahh hied e
Than tove o oy e

CORTCH ™ a1

are not onhy owill o vog it

o coneep pectticaliy Lateled e role

tind FERITS

ranshated oo s role per pe

referenae

wlt el owhooh b
[here v

S the domanance of fite patterne g ot

Vo teianivels

trve Gl
Hermention ! 1
oo o of the hapane the dvnanc ) the rrasn, and
the antappines . winh focneendered by tabine to hee gy
tothe cruel demnds ot sex role i adole cenoe Vo
that o there Ganoserve a the empircal toundation tor a
sacnee of sexy roles despite the tact that we have tidied
human bemnys tor thow ands of year . How Conld i be thae
SO basie o phepnomeonons o htfe snndied?

Ihe rony deepens ance the rommmal sgeatiment of
any behavioraly ~ues that mpehr descelopaintoswhar | wonld
reter tooas the male ses littde
treatment ot torces that hase been dioectly ey
erted upon men, and ver, beoause of men’s socral dong
nance, power, and intluence they have noticeabhy ntl
crced eservone, and indeed the ground rules by which onn
soaety s organtzed. The explanation that [would ofter fon
the remarkable Tack of scentitic attention to thr, b
phenomcenon s that sex roles e veneral and the male e
role m parte ular were undertudied tor many decades, nie
o apite ot hat preceely thes mowmmental
penvasnve intlucnce upon soonl value as we kot

There g an old ol saving whish cryetallize this wden
It

wects tone 1o he g powertul mictaphor aboat how hunuin

role  There hay been very

the baaag

hecaunse  of

Chishowall he the vers bt 1o descoser the ocean. ™

benps drirect then altention, what they note e and ahiat
they think about Themtiuence of the dvnamic, of mnen
Ity upon Western anvihization was not noted by wocial
screntedts untl vers recently ) precisely because the par
tcular preocenpation,, assumptions, values . and specat
ermphases are .o unnplvu-I\' pervasive, ubiquitow,, and
Huentil throuphont Weaternmtelleargal nadinion Fhey
have not been ween becanse schiobiars, ke the Bshmimer e
deep i the ocean, could not wce the median in which they
were moviny The concept- o which they themeelves had
been trimed and soctahized were extremely ithenlt 1o
disentangle from woaal scientitic thimking becaee ol the
petvasiveness ol then intluence Our entife Wedtern an

tetfectual civilization has been domunared by mles,

“throwghout recorded story, and every man or wonum

who as dalive today prew up as completely sarrounded by
this Caltural dommation by men and by men' preoccupa
toms as the tehare by the ocean. Al That we know about
the world are the thangs that ive@een comadered nnpor
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ol ta o crald ' Gy v 1 oo reand
ey e b Gt e g 0 e e et W e
boos evervthine gt L P S TR FNEI
shv it contine 7 el s e boebo i he
other thime b o sh e Lo bt apln
toated methodd ol oo o o b e e
which o cfeariy domina oy ona b Mg vt e (2
St e, the phononer G og ey e vy o e

i abeead o the Jone Sooqolory T e i eird e Iy
areb vet the o of o s ompal b Beeos e been
[umf.’ulnnlx determned 65 fioapliobin e nianonal
Cal Lo Dy nen b e

aliny

Thatt e wy e o tphe b
(4 e,
and recutent consequetioe . aad
vet almont othimges care be - ond redagrdime thie ot arione

mrerpreted by sameone of ¢ oo o
ol e of enorinont

The Lirprest rudie syt done anoste a0 Con Taded 1o
the adonehiment of mo oo, T

\|!!r|.gH‘.

that 1 obar w
conld acertinn, the averioe vapr aa

ittt het
rdenneal
with the qverave mnn

Bevond saying, U Here s how we oady these Mhienom
e, owe et consader the question o why these people
dothese things . They don't make wense many of the asual
ittt of mechanmme with which cocrad vcrentists under
stand and explam behavion: cconone models | atilttarn
seltinterest, subjective expected  probability . tavorable
outcome, and all the computer simulated models ot behay
101 they can't account tor the stguangly trational forces
which so dearly have dommited the behavior ot <o many
people. When called on to anywer that guestion there
often a saentibie shrny ot the shouglders, accompaaied by,
CSWell that just seeme to be hunran nature, That o just the
wity people really are.” Many ot ey sodial serenees are
consineed that the most constant ghud mdeed the only cor
rectanswer 1o these hasdc questions about hunran behavion
doey not he in our petes, oo ||Hlln()lf("., Or 1 some
fadded draswmps on the wall o ot e somewhere 1in Mevo
potamie, it lies msomething myeable which copstantty s
tound- v To borrow a metaphion Lroma poem by Year,
“We luve 1o tearn 1o tell the dancer trom the dance
We'se been lookiny at the dincers and not noticing the
choreopraphy, the invisible pattern of iwreaaible preauares,

1
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which shapes and direts the behavior ot cach dancer, this
phenomenon which we are now identtyimng as sexroles -

When 1 began to look at the male role a couple ot vears
ago, coming out of tocusing upon and readimye what was
bemng written by other social saentsts about the newh
emerging awarencss of women's, potentials, Twas some.
whiat reluctant 1o look closely, at the male cases |odon’™
know what4he sources of the resisfance werdexeept that an

openss rooms and réquires an

mward look in\i:l.lh'\
assessment, a persanal evaluation, the process did hecomie \

personal m lookimg at ms ow A hite and the fives ot otha
men. | thaghk | Came tosee what | could notbeg it have
dreamt: that Tand virtuadly every other man 1 know have
been limited and diverted from whateser our real potential ¢
as human beings might hase been by our need o live up to
the cultural dictates of mygsculimny and manhness. 1 osed
the word “hmited” there, and stopped Shorf of savine that
imen are oppressed by the male role, becanse to use a word
like oppressed imphes some sort ot complarnt on the parnt
ob those Who are far less oppyessed than others.

W hite mates very obvioufy possess power and proaileve
i comparison with blicks, women, Children, and every
other mimornity i our souety . We are and have alwass been
the man oppressors of other people. To make that tate
ment and to miake somme comparions s kot the cnd of the
story . because wounds are wounds and there gre nalhion.
ot people who have suftered the lmitations of ivime up to

Canmposable standard of masculinny Duce 1o the Sunple

tict that men have been <o predommantls o control o
soviety up to the present nime, this st otawounded mddades
alb ot vy, both male and temale. We have all sutfered
directly orandirectly trom the strams and stresses impose
upon people by the male sey rate. What then s this male
sex role? What 1y the pattern that Fand other voung mem
and mdceed older men and all of ys have beenaimimeérsed i,
have been forced to ty to hive up to?

'

A great deal of my. own thinking and rescarch over the

-past cauple of yeuars has centered on trying to ;m;:ly/c the

a

deeper requirements or themes that exist in the nfale sex
role, dind it does appear thad there are generalizations to be
made, that there are certain commonalines and tules. Bul
there are also options and different routes to the same end.
Very briefly, to sketch out my own thinking about tins
1ssue, 1t seems that although any division s llltiﬂl%llcl)’ I
bitrary, one can identity four themes which are apparent in
what might be called the mainstream of masculinity in the

‘United States and Furope. The tirst theme or dimension

Q
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that is important 15 determiming Who is mascubne, 1 he
usual requirement 14 that there be “‘no sissy stutt,”” More
explicitly, there s a peculiar aversion to, or stigmatization
or fear of, anything which seems vaguely feminine. Now
that is not entirely circulir, because it seems that men tear
and run from anything that appears feminime more than
womien run from things that appear masculine. bvidence
of this as a guide to whether somcone is highly mascubine i
seen virtually  across the bouard. In men’s styles and
fashions and occupations, anything which s larpely
dominated by women is viewed as somewhat suspect by the
average person, as something that a real man’ would not
be engaged in. Something so innocuous as i color, af 'y
stereotyped as feminine, will be avorded by men, unless
certain amount of pressufebuilds up and men suddenly al
take to itat once, as happened with the color pink. When |
wis in high school, no man would cver wear pink, then
suddenly everyone had to wear pink. Similarly, when men
JO

started 1o wear long han, the st tew readdy
shivmiatized. They had réasons tor o svmbole prosea, bt
soon it became mote aceeptable and the e oo need But
until that hne crodes there’s atremendous tendeacy o pult
back traom stand stay away trom it

Marutacturers have known tor decad$s tha e
and want cosmetios, IHIIL‘(H\::.‘J}HJ vattous band s ot Peat
ades There used 1@ be a bip Onderpronnd oocbo o
wonen's todetriesswhich men were suppo ediS o o
ther wives or tor ther mothers, When D wear v Bov sooy
wanp, ot of boss had pras ner A hae trg e wae
no hair spray tor men, hut 1t veu waaned to e i

WOt

was alwavs some hidden lHlIPl; bgitom ot aedut el b
remembygr some bovs bemy teased unmerctuliv tor ooy
that prgdgct. Well, eventually NI R TSR TIINC TN
how to overcome this They now -put oat mien” pertuney
and other beaus ads, but they Libel thenn mereat b Lo
ters that vou can see a block dwav FOR NME N aned ey
name themsornethinehke "Brate ‘o, '

Now, moving away from o what bt be seen e

e
ficral things to personahity vatable, one problean arean
bemny opeg about vour emotions expeec e cubnerardhin
when vou teed it We wee lh),\ s ometbnne that een have
anntense averston tos You watch movies where theres are
attempts by men to break dowp and dicolee barner 1o
reach our to cach other and express what they are reath
feeling: these are nvarably cut short by comeone  aving,
CSutten up there, old man, <ttt apper hp and alb thar, ™ a
short-cmcumting of a human process, Rewearch on el
disclosure reseals that men simply don’t v muoch of o per
sonal nature aboupAhemselves 1o other men, and feat of
all to worien. lh(cy say leps than do women and are e
selt-disclosing about the basic tacts of ther lives. Certaonde
anything that would make themn (F chonld sav usy appeas
vulnerible or expose our real motyations and our dreame
and our hopes'is somethimg that
in others. | still remember wayfnng “Dragnet” o chlds
<orme poor unfortunate perstn would be trsmyg to apill ot
her story and grim-tfaced Sergeant Friday would say = Tust
the tacts, dy. We qust want the facts.”” Perhaps the o
basic element of “no sisey stuf 7708 the almost incredible
aversion to and tear ot anything which tight he conatrned
in any way as bemg homosexual, There i amply an
astonishing degree of vigilance about this, and boys qinte
literally grow up bemng afraid that they are, in then own
vernacular, “‘queer” o “tap” Childien on the strect
where | hive call cach other by these names. T don’t think
that I knew what o homosexual was when I first heard peo
ple bemny called “taps™ and “queers.”” In college | noticed
that people were labeled s homosexual because of thinys
sosimple as how they carpied their book-. [ rememniber onee
looking out the windo®, watching a tnend walk by He
was cartying his books apainst his chest, and <omceone
said " Would you-look at that Bt What oty * " From
then on 1 was always very caretul to carry my books down
by my wide.

I was astonished and delighted a few vears apo when a
national survey showed that more dhan halt Gomagonity) ot
the Amenican nusles who were surveyed answered ves" Jo
the qnc‘.lmn', T Have vou at gy tme in your hie had any
fear or concern that you mighPhe i Litent homosexual?™ |
certainly did. 1 rememiber feehng these stranpge anpulae o
toudh ty friends or roommates in collepe, to mavbe hay

“them or put my ary around then shonldes These thing
weren’t done. And 1 had as i croses to bear that 1had the
mukings of a homosexual, that T was one ol “thowe 1o
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Cdrawn as to o what o

_sense inowhinch

discover that most men at some pomtan hite have exactly
W - R P
this tear, repressed=until one cets imtomen s consaousness:
randine groups where s a basic topic of conversation, sy
atehict. There roan enormous prohabivon that our socien
put~s upon any display ot attecton between men. Men are
the people to tak e seroush and to campete swath but ot o
be emontonally intimate with and it one teels any impuatse

oo move tosard another males then s asterprered o

Chomosevuahty

.

Crosoculturaliy D] thmk s ditters cwhere the e s
stispedt B Poghand and the Unsted
States, for eaainpie. o wide varenyg ot Umw\ aroand
touchine are vers stacth probabered dnthe Mediterranean
and many other catrures the hine vodrawn ditterenth ke
e and embracine are vonsdered quite mascuhne, But
Tthink that even i !
raboo ahd which would mmmediateds

ove cultures there are thimy s whedhare
make men

I aloo mteresting to note who pets aroand ™o

bew o

-\!l\[n\?
’
Ln tahoo.

u® ey e caline Bitocach o other oo the o “when

they ' g won o xxlm.hx althiourh they would never oot an
any other contexy But theee they e e

A coond dimenaon cwhich cems to Beoe nast ot the
tecipe ot u,{.n cubimre moonr cutture e ometbne thor
reler o x[ borne hie whieel™ o amore exy bl the
TTOn m'g"d}u be dooked up 1o, 1o achieve taa, and

respect i ome wan tor something that one has done, Now
Obviousdy ooty b, accordiny
ome pracholowre can he dooked up by
maseudine to be adnnred The 1o hesr
man e the world, ot vou remember dhic TV seriey The
Mithonare,
thie deep vravelly vorce and the adlencees with wihneh he
toved wath b Bife, tosang out aomidhon dollars, o make 1
dear that hys money made bom a real man, And there s a
siocess an laree quantities s cnonmonsy
mascuhme. Nany things winch are hot considered veny
misculine incand of themselves, like plaving the prano or
the viohn, become guite acceptably mascuhine i one s the
world's vreatest. The world's preatest anmvthing san fact i
hirhlv maccabline status to acquire and the average per on
who can't achieve this global or nanonal propnnence con
nnucs to stove for iton prefetence to other alternanrie,.
Tgs, men become executive and anvioahy dequire the
St of status and power, weaally spendiny more
"than tHuey can atford in order [ appear more plmpcmn.u
than thev really ares '

that s quite veneral 1o

VOl to
cvervone BT overny

Wah ah unseen benetactor: son hnew only

o thow who, tor teaone ob ol L on rede o apre!
o1 other factors, cannot seally et anvwhere i the dinen:
S1on tinance and obyective real world strtas, other
thinp- «ynply take then place  The things that mey wall
compete onver, suchaen sy, are vaned when one o
from one subpredp 1o another
Hand ' uke wae reatly aboat thes e dealt wath whio men
connpete toran preson where they have no money and they
hitse no occapitnon: they compete over who can eat the
most eppns o who can do anvthong tirst or longeest or beat
I competitton over Waescunhnny and nothong el When
you pet on the subway and are annoved that you can't read
the map becae someone biecspray paanted all oser it and
indeed alt the wubway ovtem, LeCTng Gt
mamtestation of avery mtense strapple tor masendine elt
tespectan the subgroup ol pratfin artst, people who hase
tound an iedinnm the manetream
cltaral way of makmp a lot of money 1w not open to then

v

ol

I he entire movie ool

over vour're

Acceble hecanne
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For evample jock = people who are vicwed e

A}

.
v

In

read that some ot them are tolk -heroes trom whom people

A0 arttde about erat it artsts e New Y ork Vacasone, |
actudly seck autoeraphs A sy named Sty Cool sap’
porediv rarred the custom witich s tow becomé sudh a
public nuance From the porpedtive of beine seen by
pocts and contemporanies e real man, the spran pantine
of subwaes and other public places muakes ani enonmous
RISATRIPHAN NN N

[N

coewhat

cersc honvever lile sensent makes othrernwse.
Loty oo trome suboulture to subantnare o
that sl corded respect and stus s and vou'tL

In the sub
: thines which are cons
sedet sl temmpe buorhie voneral publics cach as sensina gy,
wornth shiviiespeoted,

vokcd uproas cery basicto the male role

Seomen beiine ot oser just those thines

Suttars ot Bunane e psscholopy,

cand emipae b e e

Ihe need to be b

Bocan oG teronlt ro achieve thie at certain point - m
Gt it copeciatie whicn one s venne When vouare i’
drrndvanraved aterony s thine need T accounts tor many
thane . heothene that marnaee ngannals warn vouny
wonen abonts Urhe e le male cvol g direlt sonse
goacnce of thiee P oo vame of piy potye 6o bowhing .

For Good™ abe, donmtswangaordentally ) because the whole
cventne wdb be romed, b salk tor the resr ot the eve
Uoobortumatels 11 '\mcn true Why are men
ahout such thine==\W et e, i mak es oot

tattsonount of poacholomaal wenses We are mmer wed i a

niny
b babae

Ul

world thar o cansrantds relbme us that it vou'te anwtbinnge,
ventre vormy to be fooked up tos Y ou have to hinge resprect,

torbe admred tor somethimyg. When alimost ev @ wan ot
attinine thes poul oo wrhheld, and wlb sources By :
CAIe T esaant U,u-mn'lg and vou ce men who Ydre

-

respected Gy handle thenrelve and do eversthing, 1.
losr i hinve o convime be up ey by
~omeone, to bea g manan at least one person’s eves The
tradstional nackear Bmily macrnaee, mowhaeh the husband

(XS] l‘:ud to looked

T ban o another u'llurlnl"_nl cvacthy (s theme. You

M be @ vamtation mem Jo the ontyrde world, but i vons

house sow can ot leaa Al g afraralld created need 1o
R

bessdhmired and Taoked tip tawhesher vor®deserve it or not.

More can be sind abouat that, but let us move on to the
tHird=gimenon, which 1see as an nteresting contrist 1o
the second. 1S hard to pimc down, Tt maght be desenbed as
an auta of toughness, conhidence, and selt-reliance. '
npt an aclnevement, 1t has nothing to do with money or
respect o asense of what you'se done. [0 more of astyle;
atar about vou which people recopnize as masculine and
winch causes them to respond to you as a very masculine
person even it vou are penniless and jobless. And some of
the most populiar movies that Hnllywu,ud hay ever pro
duced portray men in exactly this role - for example, The
African Queen, with Humphirey Bopart, Here you hive a
drunken rverboat captanrn who comes across as a real man
sinply because of they mascoline style. The other mght, |
saw ane of my tavortes, From Here (o Fernity, with
Montpomery Chtt gl Frank Statra, Prott was wo touph,
<O sure of hupeelt 7that the entire Army couldn't «crush
hin, sond my heart went ont to hon, Fyen thouph he wir
just a serawny hirtde private, ot was very clear that he wa a
real man. The audience was lett feehmy that the people who
were trymy to bully him were notreal men. Think of Paul
Newtnan an Cool Hand [ uke, of Marlon Brando i A
Streetear Nanmied Desire, ot Tohn Wavne in almost any
thing, and vou «ee men who have not achieved o preat deat
m the com of the realm or the currency ol the wn'wll, and
yet they are qumtessenttally nuecondine Youny mgen look

I
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the silver s¢reen in dgrkened movie theatkes and really

believe that that's what's expected of them'and that that is .

what they should be able jo be.

I remember very vavidly watching a movie Cafled High
Noon wiNg Gary Cooper. Seven desperadoes come into
town and he spends almost the entire movie tryving to find
someone who-will help him fight them, but evervone has
reasons for ¢opping out. His ginfrjend tells him to run
away andJdive but he'd rather fight and die than ram, At the
lemauu moment he walks down the, dusty main street
with dust swirling about; you see’seven figures coming
down the street and then ‘there's a blaze of gunshots, a

Ywenty-minute epic battle at the end of which he stands

alone. The camera pags up showing him .mdmxl the sky,
and the seven bad men are dead. Now, of L()ursg everyone
comes out and shakes his' hand.
him. The townspeople congratulate him and he takes
Rudyard Kipling's advice and freats succesq and disaster,
those two impossibles, just the same. He doesn’t show any
more emotion after having done this than he did when it
looked as if his death was imnmunent. I watched this as a
ninety-eight pound weakling, a fourteen-vekg-old-boy, and
really thought, “That’s w%n a man is. That's what |
should be doing.”” It never Sccurred to me to look down
the road at my friends, and sce that none of them was like
Gary Cooper and I didn’t know anyone who was/And vet
this image was being sold. I fecl that it is a deep part of our
strong cultural sense of what a man is. This commercially
projected image continues to permeate men’s lives in
adulthood’and marriage. In its place, the right amount of
family concern is acceptable, and you ate not penalized for
it. But by this cultural stereotype the man who is a devoted
father is seen as too actively congcerned about something
thatis perceived as basically feminine,

Finally, the fourth dimension. Maybe it's less important
than the others, but it's there. While these other things
have some .positive cultural elements (you know it's not
bad to be confident Or decisive or courageous®or wealthy),

\there is also a negative element in what we see as manly and

masculine. This elément includes such dimensions as ag-
gressiveness, competitiveness, daring, and cven violence: a
cluster of traits that would fall into the general grouping
that Karen Horney identified as moving against people, To
some extent antisocial aggressiveness is seen as masculing,
The hint of a willingness or a need to hutt, to confront, to
outwit, to defeat is a somber grid that is woven into the
fabric of what we consider a rmasculine person. There's
evidence of this in recent experiments with clectric shock,
It occurs in ou§ language. | Pemember my father telling e
m a mixed message (which was totally wasted on me),
“*Son, never start fights, but always finish them,” the idea
being that you aren’t supposed to go out and tip your hand
too much by being overtly aggressive (that is seen as being
a bully), but a real man should always be ready and when

/the ather. person gives him a chance, he knocks his block

off. 1 was counseled to follow this as a good strategy for
life. You see it fused into our conceptions of sexyality and
what i$ masculine behavior.

The fusing of manliness and aggressiveness and even
violence with scg(uulily is deep and pervasive. When yon
see Rhett Butler in Gone With The Wind litt a protesting
Searlett O'Hara and run up that spirad staircase” into the
velvety darkness’™with her in his arma, and the next morm
ing, you sce a beatific smile on her face after a night of pa-
sion, it is obvious that she got what she longed for and
2 ’
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HI\ girl comes back to ,

.

w and vqu know that U‘ i now deeply inlove. [n -

Streetcar Named Desire. Marlon Brando, affer a similar
episode of domestic violence, savs, “But wasn't we hi 1ppy,
baby? Didn’t [ drag vou down from the white u\lumn\ and
make those'colored lights flash?*™ And her eves shizg over

as lh\T\Jm of this aggressivencess and sexuality o erwhelms

her. And this is, I think, very deeply intertwined with our
adulthood: tor those of us who came to adulthood o few
vears ago, it may. be there inextricably, t()/thc tong tétm. .

There is some sense of this role-plaving aronnd <ex and

aggression as being a bvproduct that our guing\h'::klcn
with ||\‘,“IP1;|IJ\ deeply rooted. | sugpest that 10 noraHiv

. . » . B .
leap from those scenes 1o the w rntings ot Norman Mailer,

in which outright rape is seen as maady and desirable, o

the statements which hive come trom men who have ac
taally committeds rape. O man who had raped forn
women described it this wiyv:
fuck. You know, no bullkTdr. Broads want it that Way oo,
but vou knpw they can't just come rivht out and ask forar
Soatwas really great, vou hnow ™" FThis sense, this coneep
Uon that these victims were pleased and turned on by his
attentions, I suggestare not far trom what s portraved s
part of th male sex role m movies \mh as Gone with the
Wind.

The average man may stop short ot rape, or hellasing
of the s@rt that we see in the mosies, but we'like even o
average man to have some traits indicating that he may not
be completely domesticated, is not a total Milguetoast, In
cach man there's some residual hint of the wild beast, the
\mnldcring‘\olc.'mn bencath the grev flannel suit, and
when a man iy completely without lhl\ when there is no
trace or any hint that he nnyhl be dn animal, then in some
sense he loses the stereotypic lirgle cdge of masculinity m
the eves of most of us; the spike hiad gone out of the punch
and some pf the aura of excitement is missing.

Now, h.n.'lngy suggested these - four dimensions ot our
uxllnrdl male role, we dre in a pmmnn t0 speak briefly
about what the formula for masculinity + I wounld puggest
that it's not a simple additive progess but g dynamic of the
first one that I mentioned, ““notsissvostaff,”” which is an
imperative. Thereis no way to avoid it It you come across
as i osissy, then other things such as how much money you
have become irrelevant. One complication is that it you
have very high standing as an athlete or as a very wealthy
man you cian be allowed a few things that fhight otherwise
be viewed as tsissy-like.™ This is peshaps the only partial
exception. But if you get past the first hurdle, vou reach
the second and third dimensions, that of the big wheel, the
need to bedooked up to, and the style of inanly contidence.
These are not neeessarily mutually exclusive, but most men
seem (o have put their"chips in cither one basket or the
other, In tatking about stercotypically aceeptable masen
line figures during my interviews and studies with. men,
cither they are high on the reapect dimensvon o (m the
other dimension of contiderday ind selt retiance. W Skip
over being agpressive, WhiLh:] See s i \npplumnl a1y Lort
of thing which can add a few points if you iare jnst below
the norm i other dimensions. Inomy «tudies, Riclind
Speck and Charles Manson were not quite seen s real
men,” but they were seen s quite nisenline, 4 here was no
question in anyone’s mind that they were very miasculine
tigures, sunply on the basis of having commutted mas
murders,.

One final reference to movies. Cat an a Hot Tin Roof
makes my point about dynamics rather well becanse the

1

CIewas @ eaod no-nonsense.
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diﬂ'cr&m routes to manhiness are right there, bothrhe wan
to succeed and the wavs to fail, The one who has madde n
by the success dimension 1+ Big Dadds,
plaved by Bur] Tves, who savs, U FOs Tucky 'mea michiny
wealths man. ™ s very clear that he uses his money as his

one big \rcpping-\mug to being seen as aomasculinge fieure
who domunates the family and the movie. He talks about
buving a vounyg mictress, and it's clear to ham that his

money s all he really nu’d« At the other extreme, prycisely
the other estreme, Jhis son Rick. phvdd by Paual
~ewman, Rick s a hnpyu\ aleoh (‘IIL doruy who s depen-
dens on his tather's fargess. And ver there iv something
about that role. his complete inditierence to other people,
his, selt-reliance, his contidence, s i wHich
‘makes hima vers appealme, masculde shienre to mosr
MOV iCroers. in spite of the fact that they Nrap Notapprove
ompmans ot the things thar he: lx..LQ,(m

CSo there vou have twg ot the alternate foutes 1o manh
themachievenient and the stvle Thore are a couple ot

stule,

TG

N N L]
tieures whosery clearty il to achieve a manty dimenson,

Once 1 the other ~on, Goobher, who his what seems tike the
Tprerequisite of successs heas aowe iihy Il\‘\u but there .
something ot him that rubs most audiences the wrony
wav, There s somethme underhanded and nondirect, coft,
about hiny, and vou st know that those sott white hands
of his are never vome 1o sink thar tinvers mto that nich
Delta sotl, He s neser vome to inhent the tarm;
man enonyh ver 1t And then of course, there i the
figure ot the toorball plaver, whom vou never see. Fhe
pomt hereas that no matter how masculme vou are, 1t vou
have crossed over that sacred hne of studt’’
appeared to be homosexual, o
i essence, stigmatized. The story we hear about the ne -
g Shipper s redolent with the interence that he was am
ply a sham, a tacade, Mapeic sass, On the out<ide he was
hig and ~trong, but on the made he was all jelv . He broke
tike o rotten stick when the gomg vor toagh.” And 11w
clear that i was his implied homosesuabiny that was the
reat key to his lack™of manliness.

he's not

Lo
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In closmg T would like to discuss another area inowhich
'm oincreasinghy mterested: the pavchohistory of masen-
linity. There as i tield now that b catled psvehohistory
which, 1o my disappointunent, s focused mamly npon the
playing out ot Freudian notions upon the histonical past.
Il Teave that toats separate plucc“ but 'm enormonsIv im
pressed by the fruntfulness ot lgoking at masculinity, and
the male role as the prosimate cause of many events in the
distant and recent past. And I would recommend to vou a
chapter on Vietnim by Mark Franken Vestos in his book
The Male Machine. e shows i detait that ITyndon Baines
Johnson's incredible msceurity abont his manliness and
masculinity, more than cconomic, political, or other cone
siderations, was the reason why thousnds and thosands
of Americans died i Vietnam lony after
clear that the war could not he won. Johnwon clearly iden

had become

titied the dove posttion with sissinesy and femminity, and

no uanount o Jopic g signshiies, or persiwasive et
could overcome this bisie msecnngy on his part. When he
wits told that one member of hey admmstation who hid
formerly been a hawk waes moving toward a dove position,
he thought o second and sind, *Well, he has to squat o

P This was Johnson’s carthy cuphemisan for femmn,

ity, the adea that this man was becommy a woman. Wlhien
Spito Aptiew  called  Charles Goodell the  Chnistine
Jorgenuwen of the Repubhican Party tor opposing the wan i
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o memorably:

Skipper did, then vot are,

1

vitlnable distinction between people,

3
Pl 4

Viciagm., it clear that m rthe thinking o1 these peo
ple, \mm'm)/ ind peace were being equated. T bk that
this i~ vometTinge that g uimur*l hastornans have n
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“The world,” writes Merlcau-Ponty, "is not what 1
think but what I live through.”" He is describing the ways
in which human consciousness opens itself 1o things, the

(ays ich—as embodied comsciousnesses—we are in
th world . spéaks a¥a perceptual reality that underlies
our fogmmc structures. of a primordial ldndSLdDL‘ n
which we are present 1o ourselxcs,{

I wgnt to talk abqut the,lived worlds of women and

l%erceplual realities hcc.n.sn [ am so sharply aware of
the degreg tawhich thfey are obscured by sex and gender
'rolcs I am convinced lhdt the imposition of these roles
makes us falsify our scn\c of ourselves. Muriel Rukeyser,
says something 40 this cttgu when, 1n one of her poetnis,
she writes of *"myself, split open, Undbk to spuk i exile ”
from myself.”” And a few lines later: **No more masks! No
more mythologies!”’ In “Thc‘[.uugh of Mdédusa,”” Helene
Cixous deseribes a "unique empire’’ that has been hidden,
and women who “"have wandered in circles, contined to
the narrow room in which they've been given a deadly
brainwashing.”” I want to point to some of the deforma-
tions due to masking and confinement in the hope that
they can be repaired. My concern is for the release of in-
dividual capacities now suppressed, for the development of
free and autonomous personalities. [t seems to me that
these require an intensitied critical awareness of our rela-
tion to ourselves and to our culture, a clarified sense of our
own realities.

Now it is clear enough that we encounter cach other in
everyday life by ineans of roles, patterns of behavior that
are habitualized, consciously or unconsciously learned.
But what is everyday life? It is important to recall that it
constitutes an /nterpreted reality—*"interpreted by men,”
say Berger and Luckmann, “*and subjectively meaningtul
to them as a coherent world.”” As soon as we become
habituated in the use of language, as soon as we begin
transmuting perceived shapes and presences into symbolic
forms, we become participants in that world. This means
that we begin interpreting our experiences with the aid of a
““stock of knowledge at hand,”’ recipes made available by
the culture for making sense of things and of other human
in-
teresting that Berger and Luckmann talk of a *‘reality in-

rpreted by men,”’ because the constructs normally used
for mapping and interpreting the common-sense world are
largely those defined by males. It seems evident that,
whenever they were developed, the dominant modes of
ordering and categorizing experiences of private as well as
public life have been functions of largely male perspec-
in Western culture, males have been the
dominant group, the ones in power. And [ include ex-
periences of family life and childbirth as well as work,
business, politics, and war. Alfred Schutz says that those
who are born in any group tend to accept *‘the ready-made
standardized scheme of the cultural pattern handed down

. . by ancestors, teachers, and authorities as an. ungues-
tioned and unquestionable guide in all the situations which
normally occur within the social world.’”’ In other words,
thc recipes, the interpretations, are treated as wholly
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The leecﬁVorld

. Maxme Green

.

Tportioned out’

trustworthy; they are taken forgranted, ™
evidence to the contrary.”” Indvitably,
by women as well as men.
cofstructs as thost baving
Jatural interiority, and unequally distributed rights are
thken for granted. They are obyectified, then externalized.
They Beg;n to appear as objesting characteristics of an ob-
jectively existent world. o~ .

When Anais Nin writes that
flict with my creativ@®selt,” wheh she savs that “*creativits
and _femininity” seem incompatible, or that
dependence are likely to be punished by desertion,”
some level she is reporting such phenomena as givens. On
somg level, she is unable to recal) that they have been con-*
stituted, that they are part of an merpreted reality, that (as
Helen Cixous puts i) “woman has always tunctioned
*within’ the discourse of man. . .. "7 So it is with the fic-
tional Edna Pontellier'in Kate Chopin's The Awakening.
She is listening to her husband moving about his room,
“every sound indicating impatience and irritation. ™’

thevare internalized

vy maternal <elt v in con-

Another time she would have gone in at his request. She

would, through habit, have vielded to his desire; not with

any sense of submission or obedience o his compelling
.. wishes, but unthinkingly, as we walk, move, at, stand, yo
sthrough the daily treadmill of the hite which has been por-

lmmd outto us.

She accedes “unthinkingly.”” This means she takes for
granted, not sunply the reality of ,male dogmination and
conyugal rights, but a vision of life as a treadmill, of a fate
"in a fashion that has nothing to do with
choice. These notions are associated with sex roles, not
with the sexuality of the woman mmcrncd not with the
body asan’ ‘original soutce of perspective,” the means by
which sT)b)LLllvny enters the world. Because they have to
do with roles and not perceived realities, they cornect with
the everyday or ¢ non-sense realities 1in which people
live most of lhcml‘hcy tend, theretore, to overwhelm
or to suppress a variety’of alternative interpretations, alter-
native realities—like those of art, or dream, or play. They
do so because the conceived world, the constructed world,
1s so frequently at odds with the perceived world; and it is
difficult, especially for women, to grant perceived realities
the integrity they deserve.

. Consider Edna Pontellier ug:iin—bcginning her life on a
Kentucky plantation, grasping her space at first through a
bodily situation that involved a sea of grass through which
she could run, which she could feel.
would see it, the smells and colors of that place were
“themselves different modalities of [her] co-existence with
the -world.”” 'The distances, the different points in the
spaces of the plantation were “‘relations between those
points and a central perspective,”” the body of the little
girl. In any case, this was where Edna came in touch with
tiwe world, where she first grasped it in a here-and-now
sense. And this was where, at ten years old, Edna had a
fantasy love affair with a cavalry officer and, when
threatened by the stern prayers of her Presbyterian tather,
ran to take refuge in the grass. ‘T'hen the social world takes
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over: she muarries, begins plaving the role ot wite, tuking

on what the author desceribes as a U fictunons selte” Her
awakemng occurs at the seashore, when she purns awan
from the Creole mother-wonen and responds 1o a thr-
tauous voung man. For the first time she begins ““to reahize
her poation an the universe as a human being.”” Nare
significantly, she is seduced by the voice of thetsea, ot
Caating the soul to wander for a spetl i abyveses of sohtude;
to [ose el immazes ot mward contemplation.”, She con-
tuses the sturrmg of a long-suppressed sexuahny wifh a
hidden apthentaty, the emergence of a true Selts and ar
lenethe in desparr at abandonment, in tear of possaible

promisciity, 10 detiance of the “soul’s shivery ™ of domes:

ticity, she swims out to sea and drowns. Her suivdide is o
anly due to represaon and depression, although 1t can be
explained that was. R ois due abso to the talsitication ‘ovea -
stoned by the role she was toreedoto plav, viven thedare
ninereenth-cenury moment, her sodal class, her b
hand Sdemands. [t os, opart, a onisis of meamagtulness:
she has no way ot grounding what she teels; she had no wan
ot contromting her own relationshipfo the world.
Merleaun-Ponty says that Urhe experience of
1+ OUT Preseny
are comstituted tor st

pereeption

He writes that “perception s a
nascent togos™ bt i reaches us, outside alb dogmatism,
the true condinions ot objectivity atselt, that it summons us
1o the tasks ol knowledee and acnon. Tois not sumply that
perceptual expenience 1o n some sense primordiad, that o
reters to our ongmal fandscapes, the backeround of our
lived hyes, Nor s it siuply that perception remains foun-
dational to a developing ravonality, Pereeptual realiny
ought alwavs 1o be consdered one of the multiple realities
avarbable to uss arecozmzable et o1 experiences, once they
are retlected upon, charactenized by w distinctive mode of
attention, one too many people have repressed or retused,
[ believe that the abihity to come i tonch with “the mo-
ment when things, truths, vahies are constitnted for oy
permits us to break some of the hold ot the taken tor
granted when it comes to the already constituted cateporics
by which we interpret the world, In the case of Fdna
Pontelhier, an ability 1o reman grounded in her carlieat
relations to her surroundings might hive given her some
awareness of the way she had bwlt up a meamngtul world.
It might have kept hier in touch with her own perspectise,
her own vantage point, and allowed her to resist the
bitrariness, the distortions of some of the roles she »
forced to plav. The spiritualization of women like + o,
the intantilization, the mystification that convinced her ot
mevitabihty: all these might have been allayed if she had
been somehow able to realize that she lived inoa con-
structed reality, that it was possible to choose along with
others, possible even to transcend.

My sense of the oppressiveness of gender roles does not
move me to think about recovering o “natural,”” spon
tancous, untrammeled selt uncorrupted by the world. |

cannot concerve Bdna Pontellier. or Anais Nin or anyone”

clse existing a, i hman being apart from social relations
and social roles. My point his to do with what Williiam
Fames calle the “sense of onr rm‘n reahity, that sense of o
own hfe which we at every moment possess,” He talks
about the things that have “intimate and continuons con
nection” with our lives, things whose reality we do not
doubt. And ne says that the world of those living 1éalities
becomes the “hook from which the rest danples, the ab
solute suppore.”” Wthout a sense of those realities, we are
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sat the moment-when thines, mmuthy vahues -

hkelyvito Tose touch with our own projects, to hﬂr‘j\mc -
visible in Ralph Ellison™s stpse.eto think of ot
others detine us, notas we create ourselves,

welves an
It we cansybe present to ourselves and look through'
perspectives rooted i our own reality, we iR e ina posi-
gon to confront arhitrariness and oppression. The albter-
native may be the narcissism, ceotism, touchimess, and the
rest that Simone de Beanvoir attributes to powerfessness.
Talkine about the woman who s shut up in the Jtchen og

boudoir, de Beauvorr savs that, sinde she s deprived of

all possibibity of concrete communication with others,”
<he enperiendes no solidarity. She could hurdlhy besey-
pected, then, to transcend hersedt toward the eeneral
\\T-Tt(u‘r’c. She stavs obdinately withim the one realm that s
tamihar to her, where she can control things and in the
midst of which she eriovs @ precariots sosereignty. ™ Sl
apersops s seldom ;&c to wrasp the masculine universe
“which <he respegts from atar, without danng 1o venrurd
mta " She d& elops o magraal conception of reahny
which she #1s mto the male worltd: ““the course ot
everts seems to her to be mevitable. [ think ot the
narrator ob.Griace Palevis story, " The Used Boy Rarsers ™
listening to her present husband and her ex-hisband
twhom she names Pallid™™ and hiad™) batthng over
rehigion. Sheis drawn inro therr quarrel when thev remind
her that she s Jewishy and she tetls them thar she behieves
in the Diaspora and s apanst Israel ron technmical
grounds,’” becanse she objects to thie Jews bemny Like every
other temporal nationality . She savs:

Tews have one hope only 1o remam a rannant i the base
ment of world attairs no; |omean something ele a
splinter i the 1oe of avihization., a victing to ageravate the
conLaIenee

[ad and Pathid were astonshed at my outburst, sinee |
rarely express my opinion o any setious matier but only
Inve ont my destiny, which s ro be,unnl my expiranon date,
Ltuvhingely the wr\.uﬂut man

It may be that she is associating: her own phight as a
woman with what she sees as the proper destiny of the
Few s but what is striking is the presentation of 4 woman
who stavy obstinately in her own realim, who submits 1o
what she thinks of as her destiny, She savs marriage ot
ties a man down'' s she organizes the “greedy dav™” withts
riks of motherhood and domesticity: she watches her hus-
and trom a distance, moving off “*on paths which are not
sy concet .’ There are others, so many others inand out
o hirerature, The difficntly s Gas i was for Bdna, and for
Nota in The Doll’s Howsey that their justifications are
always in the hands of others, They keep watting for male
approval, male gratitude, male support. Without ground
g, without a sense of themscelves, they hive, ar best, in a
kind ot negation. They are not self-conscrons enough, selt
reflective enough, sisterly, enough to undo the work ot
socialization; their personal developiment is necessarily

frastrated; they are submierped in their roles, '
Apan, it we are m touch with ourselves and in concrete
commumeation with others, we have o pronnd apannst
which to conuder the mvanfications that work on s, the
incgenties that previnl evens togday e thin pressnmably
hiberared time . T heheve that v necessary to ook o the
divtknes, into the ternble bliukness that creeps over so
nany wornen™ hives, into the wetls of sictimization and
powertesgess L never sarprised, tor some reison, to
divcover th many books wiitten by women that the death
ol a temale herome creates no <t in the mmverse, Consder
. s
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There 1s no seene ofrecsuniniog,
Ihink™ot Ty Barts*suicnde m
There v a Shieht, Srring on

Ileat has tallen from a tree. Consder
To the Lighthowseland the death ot Mo Ramisay, who s
the elowing, ambivent center

- of Ih\ir\l wrtion ot the
book. The sccond—eyion, called " Tidie Passes,” deals
sith dark mights and an empiy house, the windsand the
Suddenls .’}\.H'CHIhL'Il\‘;l”\. there Zare the tollowigie

Edna Pontellier's suicide.
not vven g4 funeral scene.
The House of Mirgh.
Selden™s pi trlnas

satdd

MWV US

Sdneenceg: UMro fRamsas sumbline alone o Pdssapd
stretchied hicarms our one dark mormng: bur, Mo Ram
Ssay hayme died rather suddenis the nn"n Pwmrc. he

stretpER s arms out. Thes remained unm\ I am not
savine thay all women's deaths co unndticed WO
novels talthonvh T would note that there 1o undonbred!s
more suicide and inadness oo women’s Lirerature than i
| that there s no tamale version of
Hamlet i women™s hrerature, no one relline o triend Hke
Horano 1o ahsent heraelt from tehan aowhnle ™ 1oell my

loeestne

story 7UNor an women”s litetgiure, s there normally an
hiael who owcapes 1o o7 to vnve the tavedy some
meanine ander the shy o T oaspedd that s what Vireimnia

\\mﬂhlmd m nnnd when xh\ Corice dtea hier toaon aboge

Shakespeare™, Contemphanne o wolnan of the
reenth century with the capaaty 1o render the human con
dinon noa play, Wooll wiites that
would cortamly have pone crazed,
her davs

SIster.

wuch
shaot hierselt,
some lanely cottipe outside the villaye,
halt wizard, teared and mocked o
part ot our percersed reality 1oo.« '
But there are other tls, more remediable il 1o be s on

tronted by the woman erounded quronyh 1o wee. Ipptun o
Vireima Woolt avain, this time companne the didlicwtses
Faced by iowoman wrter with those plagang men,

ann Worman
or cnded
halt

witch, Perhaps this v

and Flaubert and
o hard 1o bear was i her
cine oot aditterence but hostlirs The world did not say 1o
her as it sand to them, Wne of vou chioone: i mak oo no dif
ference to me The workohwnd wirbeca wotbaw, Write ! What ',
the wood ot vonr antmy” Here the poscholovists . miehn
come toow help T othoveht, tookime ayman at the blank
spaees on the For suarelv e tme that the effedt of
dicouravement on the mind of the armmst should be
meastured, e have seen a diony company measure the elted
ot ordmary mibk and Grade A bk upon the body ol the 1at

world which Keate
have fonnd

Themditterence ar the

other men of e

Helve .

F'o change the universe of discourse tor aninstant, histen
to Catharine R Stunpson, talking about Natonal Endow
ment for the Arts grants o men and wornen:

It censis data show 66 pereent of musicans are male, KK
pereent of mdividual NEA prants are to nien. On the other
hand, 11 census data show 63 percent of pamters and
seulptors are male, they yaor bur 60 pereent of the neiodngl
prants Of the three sample vears, 197 was the bedt tor
wormen as a whole, which may <how an ctieer of (e
wamen’s mavement and the new conscromsness aboat ses
toles In 1970, women recesed st under 1S percent of the
individual awards i 196K abour 18 pereent. A prelimnnany
comclumon that nught be drawn i that NEA Bas not only
reflected but sustamed a niasenlimzed ideology of the work
g artist, Microcosan may nurture tnactoconn

And then Stimpson goes on to talk about the way mle
perspectives have donmmated the arts and distorted **om
visions of sexand pender.”” This is simply becanne men and
women have dissimlar experiencés which atfect their
pereeptions ot themselves and ot cach other; and, until
l()
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\h\\n reglities, the <hape of our own hived worlds
; ~

women are viven tull access 1o the arts, et ranee will he
mned, therr complevinies fess than they ~hould be \eamn
this s part of whidt has HOU A~ Part ot g
Coeneen but as_a nroblemate

,agplication of vender catewories, at odds With our senee of
whiat i~ real,

tobe contronted,
and unchanseable realin,

Azain. Lam arguing Yor an mtensitiod wwareness of ong
Notonl,
mirght ffu"malke clear perception ot the ar-
bitrariness. the abaurdits tas well 4. rhe inequinn ) msohed
it genderizing such tields as the arts, the ves, and
school adminiaranon. 1t mivht alvoprovoke us into con
trontations of our authentic corporeal selves. A v well
knmm Women and, particalariv, temimnist wri
ers ~have diversitied approaches e the biosocial nature ot
women. Please ngte, L am not now sppaking of ey o
Lam speakine ot sexuality, ‘u dlmm'lumw
ot'the bodd that carTres ~ubjectiv iy mto the world, A do
so, Pwant totryao separare what we thind about 11 rmn
tfu nfanttold stere J)I\pp those that, asogate i wirh
hiological destiny, wirh evil, with the \[‘HP[H.II the passivey
the rrational. And, cortainlv, L want to distingush i from
the kind of male view exernpliticd by Harey Walhorne 1o
Wialliam Faulkner'™s The Bald Palms. I that hook Hirry
muses Pon that efticienoy of women in the mechanmces, the
domictineg o cohabitatnon. Not thnft, not hu-bandiy,
something far bevond that, who (the entire tace ol thenn
cployved with intallible instinet, a completrels Liiere
brated . mpml tor the tvpe and nature ot male partner and
Csituation

Alice Rossis wrnitingy e a0 recent Daedalus,  uses a
“hiosocial perspective™ through which to consider some of
the new cpalitarian deologids that deny innate sex dit-
ferences and demand that fathers play equal roles when it
comes to child care. Making the pont the t 80N i an in-

variant ascription from hirth to death,” she 'eoes on 1o talk
about the cultural determinists among social scientists and
activists, who (she sayve) “contuse equality with identity
and diversity with inequality.” Diversity, 15 a
biological fact, while equality s w political, cthical, und
soctal precept.”” 1671 not necessary 1o recapitulate Ros 17,
imteresting and compléx arpument in order 1¢ make the
point based partly on the grounds of studic in en-
docrimology and physiofogy, which arpuey tor the central
place of women in p.ngnlinp She talks about innare
prcdlxpmnmnx on the mnt of mothers to relate intensely 1o
their -infants, about the influence upon women of hos
monal cyclicity, pregnancy, and birth. At no time does she
recommend that all women have children, although <he
does recommend, that women who choase to have children
avold giving them over to communal claldreating centers,
where youngsters may become “neglected, joyless erea-
tures.” And she does acknowledge the social deprivation
of many women and arpue tor social support systems of
many kinds,

I bring this article up not merely tor its intrinsic im-
portance but also because it seems 1o me 1o rekue to the
thenes T hiave been trying to explore. The confusion Rossi
talks abone  the confusion of diversity with equality iy a
function of the general tendency to perms, caltural factors
to overwhelmn the lived world. Once we come in touch, not
only with the Jived world but alse with ot primordial

possible

SOIUNIOUN,
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vender roles:

she wrnes,

/ Fandscapes and with our coporeal involvements, we cannot

avoid coming in touch with our <exnality s well. After all,
our distinetiveness as sexual beings affects the ways n
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the world around us; 1t mtluences the
modahities of our eo-enastence” with that world, Do
nation by our sex rofes, T am cwnm;cd. I what moves so
many ot us.to dcu{ur belittle or lament our sexual reality .
Cyrrent calls tor Gri-sexism are heard in the dommn of
soctal reality s they have much the same etfect as tadmonal
expressions ot shame and guilt, The consequence s, very
often, that we divert attention from stemticant questions
o tamily poliey and child-care policy to misplaced calis tor

which we grasp

~“equity. Nothing [ have said - =and nothing Alice Rosshas

satd ==y meant to suggest that oneaway ot hite is best or that
all women who choose to bear children should forever pive.
ap adeas ol working  or  compesing  or - becoming
Shakespeare™s sisters. Agafn, 1t s & matter ot groundine,

! roonng aur chowces 1o percenved realities, mowhat we .

graspas our own ived worlds
CThere s another modern novel thay deals with some ot
this, albeit in a4 mysterious and noubling wav: Surtacing,
by the Canadian writeF=Margaret Arwood. The herome
Canadian, returming trom.a long sojourn ing the Umted
States to the walderness where she grew up. Inoscarch ot her
lost tather, she os accompanied by three sophistivated, ur
ban friends; but shieis absorbed i the recovery ot her-own
past, her own tandscape, as she s i strugeling agamst ald
labels, talsifications and, tinally, all enclosures. An abor-
non she has had signities victmization to her; American
hunters on the Take sigmity male violation and destruction;
ordmary lanvuage signifies detormation. She dreams ot re-
jecting passivity by having a baby herselt, “squatting on
old newspapers in a corner alone; or on leaves, dis Teaves,
a heap of them. o077 Alone onchier sand, ste slips oat ot
her clothes, out of human habitanon, into inchoateness., a
- pantheist reahits - what she thinks of as hes own space, her
ritual plunge. And tinally: N
Ihis above all toretuse to be aovicnme. Unless [ oan do that
I'can do nothing T have to recant, to vive up the old beliet
that I am powerless and because ot o nothing T oan do will
ever hurt anvone A hie which was abwavs more disastrons
thian the truth would have been. The word games, the win
mny and losing games are timshed; at the moment there are
no others but they will have to be invented, withdrawing 1
no longer possible and the adternative 15 death T drop the
blanket on the floor and goanto my dismantled room, My
spare clothes are here, knde slashesn them bat |oan wnll
wear them. | odrec K amsly, antambar with battons; |
reenter my own nme

e

Her lover appears on the ~hore, “a medintor, an am
bassador, offenng yne something: captivity in any ot its
forms, a new freedom?’ She knows she must return to
words and houses, that they may well tal agpain. And the
only way back she can tind iy through a treely chosen
pregnancy.

Thus iy extreme, of course. The reahty explored muy be
the reality of povchosis, apamn, ®abvation hes comewhere i
the past, 1na retraang of the trab, But the dissonance be
tween the narrator’s pereaved fandscape and the tiken
tor granted world ot gender roles and power is brutally
clear. What happens when ordhinanry barniers are breached,
accepted torms destroyed? I alternative constrict« iare not
devised, madness may be the conseguence. Where 1, the
freedom that s not linked to mampufative power”? How do
we po about remakimyg the constitured workd?

Cathanne Sumpson talks abowt o need 1o
satory consaousness about sex, pender. and caltare,” and
drecovery of women™ contnbutions to the arts of the paat
Carol Gould tatks ol the importanee of demysntication

acompen

Q

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

\ - L

and “the chimimation ot S those Hlsions that bind usero
evplomtation.” Virginig Woolt tatks of Iinvme i the
presence of realiny ™ = and having a4 U room ot ong s own
[tas clear that the interest i soctalization, i sex-tvpine, i
role. ditterentiation has led to notable discoveries. We
understand more than we ever hawe about what has
frustrated the selt-identiticamon .of swomen,  what  his
prevented free choowing inan open world. Many ot the in-
quiries have had the effect’of moving certaim women to
creckaminatfon of theig own presuppositions, their own
rofes. There had been-<and there must be - an increasing
eftort to gransform teaching practice, 1o revise teaching
materials, to mmvent new approaches torwark and play |

I Behievgsall this must be supplemented by the kind ot
emanapatory thinkmg which enables us to contront the
wavs inwhich we have constructed our social realiy - and
toreginn touch with our bved worlds. Pike Virgmi
Woolf, 1 behese m the power o inaginative literature, ot
novels that allow one to see “more intensely atterwards, ™

that make the world seem “*hared ot s covering and given

antenser M A pood work of tiction, writes Sartre, is

an ‘Wrdagence ghid a ettt alo s anact of taith,
And it Lam Neen this world with s snjustices, it s not so
“that T onught gntemplate them coldiv, but that T onnwhit
ammate thern wNh iy andignation, that T navhr disdlose
themn with thar naNgre as mnjustices, that s, s abuses o be
suppressed Thus, thwnirer's univese will only reveal et
in all ity depth o the amimanon, the admiration, and the
indivnation of the reade

CTo read Muariel Rukevser or Grace Paley vr Virginia
Wooll is to be piven @ gitt, which we can receive if we are
attentive, 11 we are walling 1o bracket out everydayness,
conformity, and tear. Moredver, as Sartre also says, the
work of artas an act of confidence in human tfreedom.
Freedom is the power of vivion and the power tohoose. b
mvolves the capacity to assess sitdations i such a way that
facks can bdSdetined, openings identitied, possibilitics
revealed. Tt is realized only when action is taken to repain
the Tacks, to move through the opemugs, to try to pursue
real possibilities. One of the strengths of imaginative
literature 1s thatat can enable us to assume new standpoints

~on what we take for pranted. to animate certain constructs
with ourindignatgpn, so that we can see them as sources of
the njustice that plaguces us, see them, not as givens, but as
constituted by human bemgs and changeable by human be-
mgs. The imagimanve leap can lead to the leap that s
praxes, the ettort to remake and transeend.

This s another dimension of the ettort to detine sexual
cquality an the modern age. The aesthetic and the im
aginative can never substitute tor socal seentfic or
biosocialb ingumry, althotigh they may provoke new modes
of mqiry because of the manner in which unaginative
torms present o reahty ordinarily obscured. Without ar
llullulioﬁ without expression, the percenved, world i in
some wav nullificd: unnl gaven sieniticant torm, it holde.
no sirnficance exeept mn the preretlectuve domain, That e
why titerature may provide i resource, an inroad into a
province of meamng that i oassoctated, not so much with
the “reality anterpreted by men and subjectively mean
mptal to them,™ but with the world ot the
logos."" the hived world ot women
wotld, | end with nore limes trom Munel
Rukeyser, these trom SUKathe Kollwit/'

TR UI]
And consaidenng that
choose 1o

What would happen of one woman told the nath aboat her hite?
heworld would spli apen
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Ambiguous Sex in the Newborn Gemtal Anomalles |

o’

- . v Mané,l Ngjw‘ P o

Although it 15 a rare prublun ambiguous sen
newborn iy an emergencws Hu dLmL()n as Lo SeN assign-
ment at birth has abviot nplu.mnns in addition
to establishing legal sex, it Jered
tion the child will be given and ity eventual -eender role
identification. A rational appr®ach to the problem permits
a careful assessment of it and a judicious choice of sex
Assunﬁ\t‘nl

Early sexual identification gan be divided into €everal
aspects which appear in the chronological order shown in
Figure I

FIGURE |

Aspects of sevaal idenntication as they appear chronolovically
o

Caenetic ey

Gonadal ~ox

mnternal

Body wex
\\
3 \

external

l

Dehivers room ey
I epal ex

\4
Sex of reanng

Ciender role

It can be noted that the nursery room sex which is the
key in the child's Tater gender role depends on the external
genitalia generally evaluated by an obsterrician™s glance in
the delivery room. When all aspects of sexual identifica-
tion are the same (isosexual), then the nursery room sex
assignment is correct,
aspects of sexual idennfication are not alike, the extognal
body sex may be misleading,

A, Femuale I’s'('t'l(lr)/u'rmu/)/zrmlil/sm

A common and representative example is the infant
female  pseudohermaphrodite with congenital - adrenat
hyperplasia (New, 1968:395). In this disorder the fetal
adrenal produces excess androgens which cause the exter -
nal genitalia in the female to masculinize. A saperticial
visual examination, such as an obstetrician's glAnce in the
delivery room, results in identitication of the ¢hild as a
male, ’

Using the above scheme (Figure 1) the sexual identitica-
tion would be as follows (Figure 2):

Q ‘8
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However, in situations in which all -
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FIGURE 2

Female psendohermaphrodite due to congenital adrenal
hyperpls l\hl \\nh mu»rru.l asstgmment to male sexat birth.

Geneticwen PENMNEE 46 NN Chromanm poative
Gonadal sex FEMNLE ovanies
. mternal  FENINEE arera and tallopan tobes
Body con ,/
\\
external NMANT cndarved oo toed

babivand vroveniat ana.

Delssery toom sex NALE nernoa

«—

MAL

. [egal sex

l

Sex ot reanny VAL

Oender role NALL ’

o

The assignment of this infant 1o the male sex i« par-
ticularty tragic, since with proper treatment the infant
could become a reproductive female cagable of marriage
and motherhood. The error could have been avoided by a
systematic approach to the problemn. The gonadal sex can
be ascertained by means of o buceal smcar to determine
whether the infant is chromatin positive (bears at Jeast two
X chromosomes) or chromatin negative (bears only one X
chiromosome).

Geonadal sex (Figure 2) is difficult to ascertain without
exploratory laparotomy except in the case of congenital
adrenal hyperplasia, w«buh can be identified by other
means (see below). Internal hrc;rv sex (Figure 2) can be
evaluated by a vaginogram which may demonstrate an in-
dentation in the contrast medium produced by the cervix,
This is good cvulcmc for the presence of a nterus,

The diagnosis ofkfemale pseudobermaphroditism due to’
congenital adrenal hyperplasia can be made readily, if
suspected, by two tests: (B buccal smear indicating female
genetic sex, and (2) a measurement of uninary 17-
ketosteroids which are metabolites of the adrenal an-
drogens excreted into the urine. In congenital adrenal
hyperplasia, the urinary 17-ketosteroids are markedly in:
creased because adrenal androgens are overproduced.

Congenital adrenad hyperplasia is an inborn erros nl'
metabolism transmitted by an autosomal recessive geng, |
which there is a specific defect of steroid hydmxyldllnn
Adminis mn()n of hydrocortisone N Proper noints sup-
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"ketosteroids are not elevated.

&

presses the excessive androgen production and permits
normal growth and  development. Since the penetic,
gonadal, and mnterndl body sex are normad, repair ot the
external gemitakba apfd 'medical treatment complere restora-
ndn to female tugCtion. This v a deticiency disease requir-
ing hitelong medical th erapy. The plaste <urgery rogair of
the external genitalia can be postponed unul puberfy 1t the
chitorisy is'not so large that it errL\ulI\ a disturbing malfor-
mation to the mother or ¢hild and affects the vender role
of the child. 1t the clitopis isrelatively small and the mother
15 ot upset by 118 presence, it trequently is incofspicuous
at puberty when it is obscured by pubic hair, and clitorec-
tomy may not be necessary. Repatf of the labjal tusgn and
urogenital sinus should dlv\a\ﬁ be pestponed until regular
sexual intercourse occurs to prevent recurrence ot

labial fu<ion. : ' -

the

Ambiguous genitalia due ta congenital adrenal hyper-

plasia s the most common intersex problem seen (Wilkins,

1972:282). Because female pxcu*)hcrmuphmdnixm due
congenital adrenal hyperplasia # a correctable condition,
in which pregnancy is possible, it is ¢ssential that female
sex is assigned as carly as possible. It is better to delay tell-
ing the parents and other rcjatives the sex of the buby unul

s

proper systematic dmgnmm tests are carried out than to |

make an impulsive erroncous diagnosis. The two tests
necessary, the buccal smear and the 17-ketosteroids, can be
carried out in 48 hours, a time worth waiting for the proper
lifelong sex assignment. Should the female with congenital
adrenal hyperplasia be misdiagnosed as a male, it is inad-
visable to change the sex after one and a half years of age;
ample evidence exists that such a change is ineffective in

.changing the gender [nlc identification of the child after

eighteen months of sotiadization (Money, 196%:539).

Female pseudohermaphroditism with external genitalia

similar to the female with congenital adrenal hyperplasia
may result from the administration of androgens or pro-
gestational hormones to the mother during the first tri-
mester of pregnancy (VanWayk, 196%:592) [ he diapnostic
tests are the ame Inorthis case, however, the nry 17
Treatment consists only of
surgical correction, : :

‘B. Muale Pseudohermaphroditism

The diagnostic approach to female pseudohermaphro-
ditism indicated ahove may be utilized for male pseudoher-
maphroditisnr as well. The steps for complete male dif-

ferentiation may be cnumamlad as follows (Fedérman,
1959:105):

1. Gonadal differentiation into testis,.

2. Repression of Mullerian duct precuriors of uterus
and fallopian tubes.

3. Development of vayrdeterens, seminal vesicle,
epididynus from Wolffian ducr anlage.

and

4. Phallic growth. .
TS, Posterior migration of labio-scrotal folds so that
phallus is anterior to scrotum.
6. Midline fusion of urethra.

7. I)cxccpl of restes

Failure of any ol these steps constitutes o forn of male
pscudohermaphroditism. However, undescended  testes
and first degree hypospadias are common anomalien,
readily recognized and not uanally classified as problems,
ot ambiguous sex. Generally, the male pscudohermaph
rodite has a small phallus with marked hypospadias and
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venitahia and growth of Wolttian elements.
the production ot a nonsteroidal substance to suppress the

Testosterone (New,

chordee. He may ~how other evidences of failure of. male
differentiation such as the presence of vaging and uterus.,
TheYetal” ‘\Il\/hii\ two major roles in the sexual ditterens
tation of e male. The first iy the production ot
testosterone to causyg the masculinization ot the external
The sectnd 1N

development of the uterus. Clinical examplesof failure of
the fetal testis in each and both of these tunctions have
been recorded. There are clinical Svadromes \‘hldl may be
familial in whichk the male pseudohermaphrodite \hn\u the
tollowing pattern:

MATE - 36 XY

Crenctic sen
»

Jhromann nevatin e

v
v, — el
Gonadal sex MATLE  testes
>
anternal male
v ~N
Body sex
‘external Mabieuous or more temale

. . L
The male pseudohermaphrodite may present this chinical
picture because of an ensvmatic defect in svathesis of
1970:1930). Thus all the aspects of sex-

- ual differenniation dependent on fetal testosterone are ab-

“be

a0

sent, but the uterine development is suppressed because
that step in differentiation is not testosterone- dependent.
An example of such a male is the patient with deficiency of
3 B-ol-dehydrogenase, an ensyme necessary for testoster-
one synthesis (Bongiovanni, 1962:2086). .

Forms of gonadal dysgenesis may demonstrate Lnlurc of
the fetal testis in hoth its functions. Stich a patient usually
shows a chromosomal mosaicism with XY/XO. This male
would be’chromatin negative. He mav have a testis and a
streak gonad, a yterus and fallopian tuhes, and ambiguous
genitalia., Diagnosis of this condition, termed mived go-
nadal dwgcncxlx usually requires exploratory ldpdrnlnmv
(F cdcrnmn 1959:137).

Testicufar feminization. The most extreme form of male
pseudohermaphroditism, testicular feminization, demon-
strates no sexual ambiguity at all. The patient appears to
am’unambiguous female. In this disorder, there is total
unresponsiveness ol the tissues to the testostérone pro-
duced in normal quantities by the testis. The result is an
apparent and virtual testosterone deficiency. Thus the only
step of male differentiation accomplished by the fetal testis
t» the non-testosterone dependent one, i.e., uterus suppres-
ston. ‘Fhus the male with testicular feminization appears 1o
be @ perfect temale, but he has no uterns: and at puberty
the testes may descend. Although the children are always
raised as females, the diagnosis of malé psendoher-
maphraditisin is made at puberty when there s amenor-
rhea and the absence of uterusis discovered. The diagnosis
may be suspected in a female infant it another female in
the tamily has heen recognized, because it is a familial
disordler. The only treatment required in these patients is
castration since there is a high risk of malignancy in the
undescended testis aftes-thirty years of age, In the scheme
the following events would be documented:

MAIL L

Creneti wex A0 XY chramatin neyative
\

|

Cronadal wex

»

MATLE  testes tundescended)

_mnternal - nootetus on van deferen-,
Body wex
Texternad temale

1%
alwaysaagpned ta fenmale e
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T'rue Hermaptyodin e
Patients »\ilh trie heemapMroditism have both vomadal
ll\\UL\*lL\ll\ .mdsmrdr\ heir genctiesssex s usualhy
“female 46 XX, but thev mayv demonstrate moyigersm with
' XXCXY. The internal and external genitaha follow no seéy
pattern. The dllQnO\l\ 5 ustally mddn by exploratory
laparotomy.

Sex assignment i male pseudohy rnm/)hmd//mn and

b true he'rn)'uphr()(h{/wz The assienment ot sex and sex of
rearing should depend an the prospect for best'sexual tunc-
tion. If a male pseudohermaphrodite has a'phatlus so small

that surgical correction for sexual funcfion is impossible,
then a fernale sex assignment shouldsbe made —irrespective

of genetic or gonadal sex. Ferulity is rarely possible for
male pseudohermaphrodites®hecause the Wolftian strug-

.
v . -

b i N\ ’
root ot the presence of testis shouald not constitute sutti-
crent evidence for male sex assignment. )
Since the desciston in the delisery room as to sex adsign-
ment is so important, it should receive caretul deliberation
and a systemane diagnoste approach. There s no in-be-
tween vender i our society, The physaxan must mahe the
best decision and try to educakethe family to the biological
and cultural conunuity between male and female. Having
made the sexv assignment, the physician should assure the
family 1t was the correct and best one, Jnintersex dis-
orders, the geneticist,.the pull.mludn the mtermist, the en-
docnnologist, I}u surgeon, and the p\:zﬁmmxl. cooper-
ating as a team, can YiIve patients the mad&imum benetit ot
their expericnce and otter the npllm.nl solution to tlu
problem.

tures, vy deterens, epididvias are rarely well formed. ? '
. » ~
. o 5 ‘
- 4 N\ - . o, T
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SEX DIFFERENCE

S - - * Elizabeth-Hagen ~
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I found the preparatior l'm’lis prisentatioh to be an ex-
trenfely trustrating cxpehcncu My frustrations did not
arise from a scarcity of Literature @n sex ditferendes. There
are thousands of pages in numerous journals rcportiﬁg on
sex differences of various kinds. Rather, myv FPustrations
stean from the lack of consistency in findings on sex dif-
ferences, the p()or\&ﬁuli(y- of the rescarch, and the poor
reporting of research tn this area. How can one discuss the
psychological basis of sex differences when one can- tind
few sex dittferences in psycholdgical attributes which have
been replicated, and when one has very littlé comfidence in

~the research? et me review several aspects of the literature
on sex differences that trouble me. )

After one has categorized the results of the studies,"one
is left with contradictory findings about sex ditferences.
When the results of studies are as inconsistent as these are,
one would like to be able to examine the methodology and

samples used to try to determne the reasons underlying the -

discrepant findings. Most of the studies are so poorly
reported that it is impossiple to determine the relevant
characteristics of the samples used or.of the settings in

which the study was done. Many of the sfudies that report/

findings on sex differences were not primarily designed 1o
study sex differences. The authors of these studies decided
to report their findings scﬂ;lruttly by males and by females
and these are the sources fhr most of the reported sex dit-
ferences. In addition, most of the studies that have re-
* ported on sex differences in aptitudes or achievemnent have
used instruments that have been constructed to minimize
or eliminate sex differences in performance. [f one wants
to study sex differences in aptitudes or achievements, then
one should use materials and tasks that are likely to max-
imize these differences. b is only through the use of these
kinds of materials that one will be able 16 determine what
kinds of u}ﬂ(cm or mental processes yield significant dif-
, ferences ind performance between the two sexes, To
construct such instruments would require a well-developed
theoretical base but such a basé has been sadly lacking in
the majority of studies on sex differences. At this time, |
think the evidence on sex differences is so tenuous that
there are few valid statements that can be made about
them, Therefore, I will talk about the myths, beliefs, and
" stereotypes that relate to sex differences.

Maccoby and Jacklin (1974), in their extensive review of
the literature on sex differences, classified them under the
headings of (1) myths—those that were not supportéd by
research; (2) documented beliefs—those that they judged
the hiterature supported; and (3) undocumented beliefs-.
those that were either untested or for which results were so
ambiguous that no definitive statements could*be maic
about them. Let me use their categories to diseusS the
status of the field.

First, the myths. Onc common myth is that females are
more social than males. The findings of various studies

simply do not support this\taternent, A few studies have
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shown that te frjiendship patterns of males and females
Mitter, with the males showing a wide rahee of friendships
or acguaintance yelationships, and females tending to hanve
restricted friendghip patterns. But even this ditference in

pattern of soeial relations is not well established. Tn addi-
tion, the difference is more prohably artributable to dit-

".

-

ferences 1 rearing and controlling males and femades in

the family than to any basic pyschological differences he-
“tweery males and females.

A second myth s that females are more suggestible than
males. There is nothin'g in the literature that would support
this statement. Laboratory experiments on suggestibility
reveal no sex-dittferences in suggestibility.

A third myth is that females have fower selt-esteem or

confidence or poorer selt-concepts than males. It s ex- |
o tremely ditficult to compare the studies that investigated

these attributes. First, the definitions of the attributes and
the operations used to appraise them hivve varied across
studies. The settings in which the studies have been con-
ducted have varied. 1t is no wonder that the tindings have
been extremely mconsistent, One of the major weaknesses

. of the studies s that the investigators have tended to view

selt-esteemt or self-concept as unitary traits that are con-
stant geross settings. A little thought about our own
behavior could be enlightening. If one thinks about the
variety ot tasks and variety of settings that each of us faces
indife, jt should be quite clear that each of us hay a high
level of self-esteemn or self-confidence or self-concept when
faced with certain tasks or certain settings and a lower level

when faled with others. In others words, we have a

unumber of different self-concepts. There is absolutely no
evidence that females rate themselves lower in self-esteem
in alarger number of settings than do males.

I could go on discussing similar areas; however, nothing
would be gained by it. In summation, there is no support
for any of the following statements: (1) Males have inter-
nal locus of control, females external locus of control; (2)
Males are superior in solving high level cognitive problems
whereas’females are superior at rote learning; (3) Males are
more analytic.in their thinking, females more haolistic; (4)
Males are field independeny, females field dcpcnqcm: and
(5) Males have a) higher level of achievement moffvation
than fcmalc,s.)/umbcrs 4 and 5 merpgspecial comment
because they tllustrate cleatly some of the serious dif-
ficulties with the research in the field. Field dependence-
independence is usually appraised by the Rod and Frame
Te¢st or the Embedded Kigur® Test, Both of these tests
{oad hegyily on a spatio-visual reasoning factor. It is well
known that females score lower on spatio-visual tasks than
do males. Can females then be judged as more field depen-
dent than males when the appraisal of the attribute is
heavily contaminated with another ability? My answer is
no. One would have to compare male and female groups
that urc,cquul on. basic spatio-visual reasonlng skills to
determine whether these are differences in field depend-
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ence-independente. I one controls tor spatio-visual abil
iy, then one will most-hkely find the sex differences
freld dependence-independence will disappear.

The literature on achievanent motivation s L‘\]H.i”\{

suspect, or at least people’s seading of s, [n laboraton
studies, under neutral conditions, females veveal Ather o
higher acheey ement motis ation fevel than male®or one that
15 equal to that of males. Ir"rhc spimulus used 1o appraise
achievement motitanon is presented ander condition.
designed 1o arouse competitiveness or evo threat, then
males tend toincrease thdir fevels ot avigrey CITCNT Mot
tion more than do remales. Most ot the statements about
sex ditterences insuch studies doo not sappore the
staterments, The tindings could just as well be merpreted
as ditferental responses 1o faboratony induved factors I
- should also be recognized that albancasuring mmstruniernits
have calings and tha the person who st fow on 1 seale
has more room tomcrcise than Hne who dars Bivh on the
seale, ’ .
Better data cnachicvement motisation can be obtaned
by examining the laree dafu base o correbttions hetweer
predictors ot achievement amd coitena b perbormanae,
'Hn‘n(Q,u.;x base uncguvocally revealy that Sorrelations tor
females are sieghcantly hieher than Whose kor made,

It
other vx.urd\_ fenraies consistentis show levely of (lk'h!k'\‘_t

ment thar would have been predicted Trom Previous ko
tactors. Certamly these correlanonal dara ndicate that
achievernent motvation & a6 hagh o hivher in females
thaw it is i males.

The mivths refated to sev ditterences wie not casily dis-
pelled. Althaugh they have no basis in tact . théy continue
to mflueice how and wlo people think about males aned
females: thus, thev continue to contrihute 1o stereotvpe,
about see-roles and sex difterences. It nuportant 1
recognize this, because the stereatypes mtluence how peo
ple behave toward males and temales. )

Novd et us examine some of the sexvditferences that are,
supposedly, more anambiguously supported by the re
scarch literature. First we will discuss sex ditterences in
verbal ability. The tindings have been rather consistent
that females perform better than males on tests of spelling,
fanguage uaage, and effecriveness of expression. The find-
ings have been less consistent on tests of verbal ability, and
when differences have been tound, they have penerally
been small, Iess than one-half of a standard deviation.
Although the ditferences mav have been statistically
significant, the sinatiness ot the ditferencee is not retlected
in observable behavioral ditferences. Most of the disers
sions of these ditferences focus on mean scores for males
and females and completely ignore difterences in variatl-
ity of performance. Males tend to show greater variability
i performance on verbal tests than do females: theretore
you tend to tfind more boys with extreme scores. This e
counts for the tinding that there are more boys in remedial
reading classes than girls and a few more boys than pirls in
gifted classes. One serious limitation in the Hterature is the
tendency to treat verbal ability as a single unitary ability
when it is acrually a collection ot a number of somewlit
independent abslities. Another serious limitition ot the
lerature is that most of the instruments that have been
used to appraise verbal ability are those in which items
have been selected to minmize sex ditferences in total
score. It seems obvious ta state that these are inapproprinte
Instruments to appraise sex difterences in verbal abiliy.

To e the most interesting, ateas in which consistent sex

.

: . N
Cditferenies have been tounld afe spatio-v

R
il réasoniny
and mechancal reasoning. ;ARhongh thefe are manv, in-
SITURCntY purporting 1o nic'umc spatio-yisual ability, the

correlations among the nstruments are modest, indicating

that we are not Jealing with a \mglx’. mnzur_\"'uhll]l_\ but a
colleciton o abfliies. Some spatio-visual tasks can be
sobved verballv, dnd on these types ot tasks ane tinds no
consintent sex ditterences. Other \P.nin—\'i\ﬁll taskhs are too
compley and too novel to express in verbal terms. A one

Sneestizatdr stated, Have vou ever tried o desaribe a

spira) staircase ustng only o oswords?T T s o these latter

Jasks that one hinds consistent and laree ses ditterences.,

with muales veneradly sconme hngher than females. Why this
[0 ot cleas . The evidence indicates that many <patia
st tasks represent nosel stmuly tor the examinee. There
o lareespractive eftect on these tvpes of tasks with ev-
aminee . scoringe much hivher on o second adimmiration
thin on the tiest s This andicatess thar experience with

4'111.llcrl.xl\ Iva tactor an pertormance. Bducational® pro

gy that have Tocused on traiming people in problem
solving usinge spatio-ssuad tashs Biase also sieceeded in
Casiie o exanuness scores, Althoueh hoth Jnales and
females therr dovels o ;er(»rm.mcc. repeated
restime o educational proerams do not sivmiticantly reduce
thie ditference between male andranale pertormance.

INerease

[hese ditterence i pertormoance have led to the senera-
ton o anumber of gterestme hypotheses about underly-
et cateees of the ditterences, but no one of the hvpothieses
has been adequately tested as vet, Some hvpothe b shat
the sen ditterences are entirely due to cultural intluences
that atteet the tvpes of activities that mades and temales
engage n. Schools, i general, pay hittle or no attention to
the development of spatio-visual or mechanical abilities,
Advocates of the cultural hypotbeas behieve that the sex
differences mnupertormance ot spatno-visual taskhs will
disappeur as temales are encouraged i schools and out of
schools 1o engapge in expericnces that develop  these
abilitics. At the present time there is no adeguate evidence
to support or retute these clams, The second hypothesis is
based on genetic ditterences berween mates and females. Tt
has been stated that spatio-visual abilities are sex-linked
hereditary characteristios and are determined u birth. Re-
cent brain rescarch indicates that there are bioibeical dif-
ferences in brain development betw een males and ‘emades.
Aceording $0 these researchers. spatio-visual stimualr are
typically processed by the right hemisphere ot the brain
whereas verbal and quantnative stunuli are processed by
the left hemisphere. Some Rl' these researchers state that
the feft hemisphere develops faster in temales than in males
and that lateralization or specialization i tunction of the
two hemispheres develops carlier and more frequently in
males than in females. According 1o one rescarchier, most
femiles do not develop lateralization ol function ar all.
These areinteresting hypotheses, but there is one dbhserva-
tion that hothers e, It the lett hemisphere develops faster
than the right in females and it the Jeft hemisphere pro-
cesses both verbad and gquantitative stimuli, then why don't
fenmales show exeéptional mathematical talent?

I think that by now I have made my major point, which
is thatin spite of the arge volume of literature, we have lit-
tle o1 no sound evidenee on sex differences inabilities,
achievernent, or persomality. To wet this evidence, the
rescarch needs to hive a better theoretic) orientation and
hetter instrumentation. Unnl we do have better evidenee
on sex differences, |think it best not to speculate about
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undetlving psychological "or iotogical explanations ton
unknown differences

In closing, Tdo want to state that stereotypes abont ses
roles and sev ditferences are alinve aud” well Recet
rescarch o mdostiy has wdicated cleanly that the
stereotypes fead to expectations of how males and females
will act and behave. T thev act contiany 10 the stereotvpe,
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both supcrvisors and subordimates will rate thenr pa
tormanee as wnsatistactory Flas has nnportant amphea
fronis . particulatly for wonren as they attempt to assume
carecrs and posttions that were tvpeadiv occnpied
nutles, Phere s areal need tor cesearchom thisarea, bothm
understanding how the stereotvpes e tommed and
lear iy how to desir v them, *
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Socialization for Sex-Role Differentiation

Patrick C. Lee

Socralization tor sex-role differentation s a large and
complex topie which cannot be tullv covered in a short
paper. T have adopted an organizing perspective which, |
hope, will shed light on the topic without doing too much
damage 16 its inherent complenity. From this perspective,
differentiated sex roles are viewed as cultural inventions,
and socialization as the process of implementing those in
venhons. | et me begin by luutl\ desertbing what 1 mean
by cultural inventions.

Human cultures invent wans of thinkimg about human
bermgs. That i, they invent roles to which viven tvpes of
people are assigned, regardless of individual variation
sithin the types. Two illustratons will help to support and
clarity this notion.

First, different cuttures have different wavs of thinking
about the same biological.groupings. For example, how
old people are thoughe about depends on their cultural
membership. Tn Chinese soctetv-old people are objects of
reverence and vespeet. In American society they aré often
viewed as useless and as aesthetically unappealing. Cer-
tainly there are fewer advantages 1o growing old in

> America thasein China. The traditional Fskimo view of old
people is a rather extreme one. Among the Eskimos, old
people have traditionally been expected to commit snicrde
voluntarily so as not to be a burden on the community.
This example dramatically illustrates the point that dit-
ferent cultures jnvent different wavs of thinking about the
samme kinds of people, whether those people be biologically
old, biologically young, biologically male, or biologically
female.

A second suptegi tor the notion that. roles are cultural
inventions can be fdwpd by looking at the same culture at

two different points in time. Basic changes in information,
technolegy, social organization, or economics  often
-clange the way a particular cubture views a certain group.
For example. American culture has reinvented its way of
thinking about voung children in the last twenty vears.
Early childhood specialists used to define vouny children
primarily as social-emotional beings without any signifi-
cant intellectual resources or needs. However. since the
widespread acceptance of Piaget’s theory, all of us have
given intellectual development a central place in our con-
ception of young children. In fact, it has become a central

part of our thinking about their emerging sex identities as’

well, as we shall see below in discussing Kohlberg's ideas
about sex-role socialization. The point here is that new and
persuasive information about early childhood has required
us to reinvent our way of thinking about young children.
that is, to modify our perception of the young child’s role
in its social and physical milieu. Young children are

biologically unchanged. What has changed is our way of

thinking about them.

Similarly, sex role is a cultural invention. It is a way of
thinking about biological males~apd females. It is also a
way of telling biological malc?'g\q, females how they
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congin as well as summary of these ideas.
should be

+

©Aopen-ended conceptualization of sex role and identity.

should think about themseltes or,
what thev are.

Howe canaceept the proposition that sex roleds a cultural
tvention, te., a set of adeas about biological males and
femnales, then one kev to understanding ' sociahsation for
senrole differennation,” the title of this paper. s to ov
amie the iwdeas we have about males and fenvales, the
origin of these wdeas i human development, and how these
ideas can be reinvented. 1°d hl“ to speak briethy to cach ot
these points.

to put it most suuply,

Pl review the major Western theoties of sex-role
These ares the most prototvpical sum
nurices, collectiy clv, of our ideas about sevrole.
of one theory, psvehoanahsis, we lunve an

First,

[n the case
mipottant
Incidentally, it
mentioned that the theovies themselves are
cultura) inventions, that is, ways of thinking about people
and. on a second level of abstraction, wavs of thinking
ahout wavs of thinking about people.

After reviewing these major theories, Fllclose the papet
by dis¢ussing several dimensions of human existence and

evperience which the theories have essentially ignored. My

position is that onr wavs of thinking about the sexes can be
reimvented only through the sastematic incorporation’ of
these neglected dimensions into a more comprehensive and

The three basic Western theories of sex-role differentia- -

tion are developmental and social-psvehological in nature.
Psychoanalvtic theory is primarily a deseription of the
emotional organization of sex identity,
theory describes the beravioral and social organization of
sex identity. Cognitive-developmental theory is addressed
to the intellectual organization of seX identitv. et me
review briefly what cach theory or family of theories sy
about sex-role socialization and ditferentiation.
Psychoanalysis began more as a theory of differentia-

tion than of socialization, although later theorists such as -

Karen Horney (1967) and Talcott Parsons (1955) did much
to translate the basic Freudian psychodynamic system into
a sociodynamic one. But let's start with Ffeud's version.

For Freud, sex-role acquisition was anchored in two key
- developmental

events: the early attachment between
mother and child and the Qedipal complex.

According to Freud the infant views the mother primar-
ily as a love object, and only secondarily as an identifica-
tion object. That is, the infant operates on the formula
that *‘l love my mother’ rather thdn ‘I am like my
mother.”’
activity is a property of masculinity. Accordingly. infant
males and females sha;uo\'égrly ““masculine’” approach to
the world. It is only with the second developmental event
that their psychological differentiation takes a marked
form. At four or five years of age children discover that
one kind of child, the boy, has a penis and the other kind

28

But to love is to be active, and, in Freud's view,"
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of child, the gl does ot have one Fhe discovery of this
anatonncal diserepancy teads to the castranon compley.

For pirls the compley trkes the torm ot pems envy ™
and propels theninto the Ocdipal penod. This second ma
jor developmental event poses a number of difticult tasks
for the gl She must transtortn her pens envy mto
destire for a baby (called by Freud 7 the pems chald™); she
must switch her love object from mother to tather; change
her mother trom a love objeet to anadentafication obyeet;
and displace her new tound libidinal attachment from the
father toa tuture exogamous nule,

As portraved by Freud, then, temale development s a
difticult path  the voung female starts as mascuhine,™
discovers she has lost her masculinity through o fantasied
loss of penis, and then must reverse her phathe deselop
mental direction to aceept vaganal tenunmmity . Flus Last step
s accomplished onty with greeat ditticulty, delaying resolu-
ton ot the Oedipal conthict and adequate superego tortme
tron. Hoalso results in many women tetammg what bFread
calls a phallic component of masculine striving in then per-
sonality and sexuahity.

T'hes development of masculine indentity, however, s
much simpler. For bovs the castration complex takes the
form of “castration anvictv'” and propels them out of the
Qedipal penod. Castration anxaety, e, the fear of losing
one’s penis, motivates the boy to sublimate the erotic vcom-
ponent of his love tor the. mother, although he retains her
as a love objeet. It also motivates a detfensive idenntication
with the tather. Thus, the bov keeps his mother's love,
subverts his father's aggression, gains' the father as an
identtication object, and saves his penis. The boy starts as
masculine in his early orientation to the mother, discovers
that he sull has his penis, e, his masculinity, and does
what is necessary to retain his penis by internalizing pater-
nal prohibitions against sexuality. The typical bov’s dcv&;
opment of masculinedentity, as deseribed by Freud, is le
complex than the tvpical girl’s development of feminine
identity. Free of the need to undergo major developmental
transtormations, male development is rather straightfor-
ward and less likely to include deviant components.

It was from tofmulations such as these that Freud devel-
oped the *Anatomy v Destiny™ principle, one which is
still widely acvepted by Western society, although our
commitment to it becomes maoge sentimental and less.oper-
ational with cach passing scason. The paradox in Freud’s

theory is that both male.and female destiny is a function of

male anatomy, that is, the highly valued penis. Female
destiny is determined less by present female anatomy than
by absent male anatomy.

Thus, for Freud, the standard masculine character is
assertive, active, stratghttorward, and well developed mor-
ally. The female character is passive, receptive, and nur-

turant when healthy; and ambivalent, conflicted, full of

masculine striving and underdeveloped morally when
unhealthy. These are the cultural inventions of Freud's
theory, that is, the ideal tyvpes which the theory expects
biological males and females to approximate. o

There have been rather drastuc reformulations of
Freud's interpretation by other analysts, particularly by
Melanie Klein and Karen Hornev. Klein (1928) sharply
reversed Freud's phallocentric anatomical speculations
ang devised a few of her own. Klein postulated the mother
as primarily an identification object and secondarily a love
object. Thus, the first identificanon of boys and girls 1y
feminine, not masculine. This leads to the boy feeling

subsequent envies more heenly than the gl He IFK Breast
cinvy, womb envy (becanse he cannot bear cluldren, and .
penetal envy ot the 'hasic substance and contents ot the
mother's bodv, ke Freud, Klew retaned the basie notion
that human personality and sex wdentity e prounded 1n
anatomy. But her anatonncal reference poimnt was the
mother’'s body (fepuide anttomy), tather than the tather's
body tuale anatamy).

Flotney (1967) brought & more positive ghid enlturatly
relativistic interpretation to the Anatoniny s Destiny””
tormuta. She postuliated that girls have pems cavy and
boys have breast envy. But rathier than viewing these envies
as predisposing to psychopathology, she saw them as
predisposing childien to atttaction to the chatacteristios of
the opposite sex. Horney also stressed the tmportanee of
cultural tactors e the tormatton of sex adentity, Ha
climead practice led her to invoke the status arrangentents
of the sexes 1 soaety as a central pare of “feminine
psvehology.™™ The problems she noticed in her temale pa-
tients, 1o, passivity, masochism, and teelings ot inferior
iy, were viewed as reflections of the inferior social status
assigned to women, rather than as anatomically based. Frer
culturalist persuasion ultimately forced her (o break with
Freud, while Kietn's continuing connuitment to anatomy -
enabled her to remain in the Freudian camp.

What has been the legacy of pavehoanalvtic theory? {t
has lett us with several claborate ways of thinking about.
human males and females; and it has attached the emo-
tional valies of psychological health and illness to these
ways of thinking, thus making them remarkably resistant
co change. As a ~et of ideas about men and women,
psvehoanalvtic theory has had an extraordinarily conser-
vative influence, despite the revisionist eftforts of analvsts
like Horney and Klein. Although its purpose, as a theory
of human psvehology, was to describe what is as a mental
health enterprise, it ended up prescribing what ought to be.

Let me now move to the second major Western theory of
sex-role socialization and differentiation. Social-learning
theory makes two basie assumptions about the devélop-
hent of sex identity, First, sex roles are culturally deter-
mined. They vary from culture 1o culture and, as far as the

_theory is.concerned, they are essentially independent of

biology and’or anatomy. The second assumption is that
the chitd learns his or her culturally preseribed sex role. It
does not emerge dvnamically from the child’s anatomical
substrate. Sociblearning theory, then, is more a theory of
sex-role socialization and less a theory of sex-role differen-
nation (see Bandaur and Walters, 1963, Mischel; 1966,
1970). _ , '

According to sovial-learming theory there are two basic
processes which govern the learning of one’s role: rein-
forcement and modeling. The first process describes how
children adopt the behavior of one sex over the other as a
result of differential reinforcement. Society responds dit-
ferently to many behaviors according to the sex of the child
behaving. Boys and girls soon recognize that positive or
negative social response to a class of behaviors is con-
hgent upon their gender. Although they perform many of
the same behaviors, they often do so with different fre-
quencies or in ditferent situations. In some few areas the
discrepanty between bovs® and girls® behavior trequencies
may be extreme and cross-situational. In behavioral do-
mains where the societal insistence on sex tvping is less
rigorous, the frequencies may be indistinguishable, and sex

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

29 | | e



differences mav be manifest ontv in the wan behaviorsane
patterned, it at all,

Fhe second baste process tor leaning one's sex pole s
through modeling, 1.e., the tendeney tor cluldten to nrateh
their behaviors to those of avatlable models. Behavioral
matchtng covers a contimnnn tanging from direct imita
ton ot modeled bahavior: through disinhibition, i.¢.. ov-
pressing behavior which belougs to the same general
category as modeled behavior: to countenmuatation and it
hibitton, that is, not behaving like w model does.,

Anyvone can be a model, altfough the most commuon
models tend to be o child's parents, other important adults
(e.g., teachers), friends and agemates, and media per-
sonalittes. What makes a model effective has not been
definitively determined, but there seams to be i rongh con-
sensus that an effective model has these characteristies: (1)
availabihey, (2) status or power, (D perceived stmilarity -
this explains the tendeney tor children 1o adopt same-sey
models, although the tendency is stronger tor bovs than
for girls, (4) nurturante or triendliness, and (5) whether the
model’s behavior is rewarded or ptinished. A sixth charae
teristic of an effective maodel, 1T would suspect, although

the literature does not make much of this, is that an adult

¢ present hinmself or herselt as a model o the child.
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I'his
presentation of self, accompanied by contingent reinforee-
ment, can be’ a powerful combination for learning,
especially if the presenting person has several of the other
characteristies of an eftédtive model, e.g., status and
similarity. vt va

y
It is, then, through the $3 ;unmm presentation of same-
sex maodels, backed up by direct instruction, expectations,
and contingent reinforcement, that bovs and girls adopt,
respectively, male and female behavior repertoires, Sotial-
learning theory itselt is essentially content free: it simply
describes the principles whereby behaviors are learned.
The models and behaviors typed as masculine or teminine
are determined by social consensus, not by theory. Thus
the theory, unlike psychoanalvtic theory, does not specify
what sex roles ought to bre, only the processes whereby they
come into being. Children adopt those sex roles which are
systematically presented 10 them, regardless of the
culturalty determined form or content of theroles. |

Our socigty, for a variety of refisons, seems less able now
than in the past to \\s(cnmmallp present sex roles to boys
ahd girls. The whole process of g,ultuml transmission of sex
roles is becoming rather Unw\u;mam Thus, it 1s common
for children to respond to many sex-role models, some of
which conflict with others. No child is a replica of any one
model but-is, among other things, a dynamic blending of
the tull range of available models o which he or she at-
tends. ;

A Tinal point about social- lcarnmg theory is that, as a
cultural invention, it approaches a kind ot chamelcon pur-
ity. As culture reinvents itself,
power to predict behavior is completely dependent upon
the frequencies and conditions under which behaviors are
perceived to occur in human society. As society changes,
presumably reinforcement contingencies an%’thc charac-
teristics of available models change. When These change.
the sex-role outcomes predicted by social-learning theory
change accordingly.

The third major Western theor) I'd like to discuss is
cognitive-developmental theory. This theory makes the
assumption that social and physical concepts are struc-
turally parallel. Thus the acquisition of sex-role <oncepts
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the theory is reinvented —its-

e

- coneept.

- tionat ¢hildren do not have gender constancey.

“afd mvariant anatomical characteristic.

tollows the same cognttive tules as the acquisition of any
Using tlus as his starting pomt,  awrence
Kohlberg has wrgued vather persuasively that, af Piaget's
theony accurately describes the development of physical
concepts, such as conservation o weight and volume, then
the same theoretical principtes must deseribe the develop-
ment of soctal coneepts, such as sexidentiey . Kohlberg has
unvented the notion of gender convtaney as the sex-role
aalogue of Plaget’s cartier theoretical invention, widely
hnown as phvsical conservation (see Kohlberg, 1966;
Kohtberg and Zigler, 1907; Kohlberg and Ullian, 1975y,

Tao be able to conserve a physical property, according to
Praget, means that one must be able o recognize that a
given propetty renains invariant despite ghanges in other
pereeptually related properties. Fhuas, aocat remains o e,
evanif a dog’s musk is put onie. Iis eatness™ remains un-
changed, although its appeavance mav change. This is an
example ot qualitative or generic conservation. Sinnlarly;
the amount of clay in a ball remains the same even if one
drastically alters ity appearance by tlactening it into a pan-
cake. This is an example of quantitative conservation. In
paralle! fashion, a girl remains a girl, even it she puts on a
bov's clothes, playvs bovs®
herself to be called by a bov's name. The reason for this is
that one’s gender iy an anatomical invariant, which does
not change even though more superticial indicators of

gender may varyv. This is an example of “social conserva-

Hon™ or, more specifically, what Kohlberg calts gender
constancy. :
According to cognitive-developmental theory, preopera-

That is, they
can be tricked into thinking that one’s gender is a function
of frrelevant criteria like clothing, behavior, games, cte.,
hecause they donot yet understand that gender is, a fixed
Thus cognitive-
developmental theory attempts to explain sex-role ac-
quisition in terms of cognitive maturation. It describes
how sex idedtity is cognitively organized by voung human
beings, just as psychoanalytic and social-learning theories,

-respectively, purport go explain how sex identity is emo-

ttonally and socially ptganized by children. .

The foregoing raises a developmental question: how
does the child arrive at gender constancy? That is, how do
girls take on a constant identity as girls and boys a constant
identity as boys? Kohlberg views sex-role differentiation as
beginning at birth with the assignment of a gender label to
the child—the intant is designated as a “*boy’" or a “‘girl.”
The first developmental period is characterized by the
child’s tnability to consistently apply the apprppriate
gender label to oneself and others. This inability, however,
is accompanied by an increasing recognition that gender
label is an important human descriptor, Thls period lasts
until about three vears of age.

.The second period is entered when the child learns and
aceepts the gender label applied to him or her and can use
1t with consistent accuracy. At this point the fabel becomes

an important cognitive organizer of personal and social

reality, because, acrording to Kohlberg, genderis the only
fixed aspect of the child’s identity. Kohlberg maintains
that the child does nor learn masculine or feminine prefer-
ences through exposure to male or lcmnlc models or as a
result of differennial reinforcement contingencies; but that
children actively select models and selectively attend to
reinforcements as a result of their sex-role preferences.
Thus Kohlberg's invention is a complete reversal of the
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soctal dearning tormuke The reversat s prounded mohe
postulition ot gender wdennity asa key orpameer ot reahin
tor the chntd. Once the assiened pender fabel s aceepted,
the chuld assumes prame responsabihite tor lus o1 her ses
role sovtatization, Maccoby and Tackhn call thas phenome
non selt sociahizanon™ (1974 64169,

The bov, tor example, does not want 10 be masenhne
hecause hie w reinforced tor masenline betivior; but he
Finds masculine behavior itseld remtorving becatse it s
cotmsistent with his wemerpmy cender adentity as o male

Gurls, however, do not seem o find temime behiavior as
rewarding, thus tathng to cooperate with Kohlberpe's
theorv, Interestmely cnongh, he explinms this awav by

- maintaining that sex adenniny |nno| C O vORIITING PLOCesS

for bovs and more of a4 soaar lntation process tor enls.
Fhis v a0 bit embarrassing to the theory, but it does s
something tor the tethigence of the vounyg vard that she s
not prepaared to cognitively cmbrace an idennty which s
transparently mtenor even m the eves of voung childien.

I'he third stage is entered when the child achieves tull
gender constaney. Thas occurs around the onset of con-
crete operational thmkmg. Once chitdren realize then
gender s fived m anatomy and not subject to the vagaries
of dress, behavtor, gamies, ete., the cognitive precondition
for a reduction m stereotyped thinking has cmerped. Ster-
Ccotypes are necessary to preoperational children because
they contfirm ther nistable gender idennty, and thev con-
torm to thewr relatively crude way of classitying realiy,
With anereasmg cognitive sophistication, however, chil-
dren adopt 2 much more claborate grasp of the extensine
and intensive properties of cliss and a diminished reliance
on stereotvped thinking.

Gender-constant children differentiate between the sexes
on the basis of gemtal anatomy. I appropriately socialized
at this point, they are prepared nor to diftferentiate between
the sexes onother, irrelevant grounds, sach as behavior or
dress. Kohlberg's theory is utun misinterpreted as mean-
ing exactly the opposite of rhis. But, despite [mpuLn
misconceptions.’ the consolidation of gender constaney
does not imply consolidation of stereotyped thinking. On
the contrary, Kohlberg sces it as a necessary but not sutti-
cient condition to developing bevond stercotvped thinking.

As a way of looking at the sex role, cognitive-develop-
mental theory offers (wo important insights. First, it gives
us an dea of how sexn identity iy cognitiyely
organized—no small outcome, since an adaptive peculiar-
ity of the human species is its remarkable intelligence. In
retrospect it is amazing how little attention had been given
to the wayv people conceptualized themselves as males and
females prior to the introduction of Kohlberg's theory.
Obviouwsly, people think about sex role, sex identity, and
sex differences, but prior to Kohlberg, there had been no
systematic attempt to understand the ntricacies ot this
selt-evident phenomenon. ‘Second, Kohlberg's theory rec-
ognizes the child vactive ihitiatige in sex-role socialization.
Psvchoanaly(ic theory traps the child in anatomy, and
social-learning theory portravs children as “essentially
passive recipients of social input. Unlike these other
theories, cognitive-developmental theory posits the child as
an active, curious, aequisitive creature, atbeit one whose
imagination is constrained by the laws of cognitive devel-
‘opment.

Before leaving Kohlberg's lhmr\ it should be mentioned
that 1t 1s not the best possible invention for understanding
how sex identity is cogmtively organized. There is one ma-
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1ot teason tor this, and e aceounts, or one shoald sav
faidy to acconnt, tor ar Jeast halt the vananee ot what the
theoty preports to eyplan. Smee the theory tards 1oay
count tor the un'm&\x otgdinaton ot fennale sev ole
wlentin, 1t s only halt an mvenoon. b this 1espedt, at has
vood companm m pssShoamalvie theory . Trend himselt ad
nutted trom time 1o tie that temmme paveholopy, ' as it
was then calted, puseded um greatly: he referred to temale
sev wdentity as i dark continent tor pavchologey™ (1926:
2E0 and as Uveded moan mpenctiable obscunintt (190,

IS, Binest Jones (19550 368) 1eporis that Frend onee
temarked 1o a0 colleapue, Marie Bonapaiie: Lhe vreat
question that has never been answered and wineh 1 hane

not vet been able to answer, desprt® iy thiniy vears ot
. . -

tescarch mto the temimine sonl s What does a4 woman

want?

Our most mportant theories about sen diftferentiation,
then, leave much to be destred. Most of us abready know
that the sex roles themiselves are not particularlv usetul
wivs of thinking about the sexes, but this review of the mae
jor Western theories of sex-role soctalization indicates that
we do not even hive usetul wavs of thinking about the sex
rotes. Not only miist we invent new wayvs of thinking about
the sexes, but apparvendy we mnst alvo invent new ways of
thinking about the new inventions.

At this point T wish [ could ofter a tnll\ developed alier-
native way of thinking about the sexes, but I'm atrand 1
cannot. Inits plice, however, T would like 1o méntion
several constderations which would have to go into the in-
vention of a new theory (or theories) of sev-role soctaliza-
tion.

The established lhmnn focus on lndl\ldlldl antogenetic
development to the exclusion of larger cultural and histor-
il constderations. The mucro-enviromment of mother-
child dyad. family and immediate lite spice, 1s undeniably
important in the individual's development: but a tully
formed theory of sex-role acquisition must recognize the
macro-environment  of cultural and  historic  context.

Changes in technology, information, economics, and basic

modes of social organization generate new norms against
which one'’s behavior is evaluated by society and oneself’,
This historical-cultural dimension 1§ almost totally ignored

- by the three major theories described above

The established theories also have a bias toward static or

cequilibrated units of personality and development. such as

traits, habits, and stages. This sort of bias leads to the
reification of ideal tvpes. norms, and end points in
development, as though human life were more a stasis than
a process. In fact the process of being human normatively
involves inconsistency, conflict, asynchrony, change, and
disequilibrium. Moreover, these are nat necessarily ex-
perienced as subjectively painful or abnormal, but are
often viewed as refreshing or very much a part of dayv-to-
day living. To describe these process variables as either de-
viant or transitional is to describe away most of human ex-
perience and development. In the last few vears a small
body of dialectic thought on sex identity has appeared. At
present 1t is insufficiently developed. but it has begun to
recognize the normative reality of dialectic tension in
human growth and experience (e.g., Hdmr Rebecca, and
Oleshansky, 1975).

A third consideration, closely related to the previous
one, is thc reciprocally active posture of the person and the
person’s environment. Growing children have & mutually
constructive and antagonistic relauonshlp with their envi-
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ronment, dimcn\it\n winch iy given insatticient recogm
tton by pavehoanalvte and social-learming theonies, both
of which are “drnve redocthion™ tonmulations. Cogmtive
developmental theory s less negligent in this respect,
although 1t seems 1o overstate the active role of the male
child and understate the female chald's degree of activiry
Vis-ievis ther respective environments, H ot werd to take o
genuinedy interactive view of temale sex-role acquisition,
cognitive-developmental theory would have considerably
less difficulty explaining its own findings.

The major existing theories also tend to view sev-role
development as restricted to childhood and adolescence.
Thus, o fourth consideration in theory building would be
the incorporation of the total life span. Although develop
ment throughout the lite span has received increasing

Crecogmition by general personality theorists in the last

O
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several years, it has barely seratched the surtace of o
thinking about sex role and identity.

A tinal consideration for the invention of new theory
would bethe recognition of phiralism in sex identity. The
established theories are based on the implicit assumption
that there are only two normal™ sex roles and that de-

partures from these are atha deviant or ubsattwciently fre
quent to menit sertous attenhon, Fhns s an extraordinanly
lgeted and hmiting assumption. New theory wounld have
to address sex adentity as a patterned configuration of
shitting components, processes, and sttuations. It would
have to abandon the assumption that two  biological
genotvpes necessanly dictate two polarized cultural pheno-
types. "

In the absence of these several constderations, most past
and present rescarch on sex differences muast be viewed
avith shepticism, he wrong guestions continne o be
asked, and atter decades of contusing answers, one has to
conclude that social scientists ask the same tired questions
and mvoke the same established theories themselves, 1t
ditficult o imagine any other arca ot scientific inquiry
which has remaned as doggedly insensitive to the chaotic
findings generated by ats own cherished hypotheses. Ttas
time toinvent new hypotheses, new questions, and new
theoretical perspectives on sex role, Or, to put it more
simply, 10 tme to ivent new wiavs of thinking about the
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